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ADVERTISEMENT, 


: WES the revival of Letters, Learning i is beeomę 
ſo diffuſed by Printing, that it is difficult to ſeg 


the ſeveral parts of it through the wideneſs of its ex- 
tent. As it is not contained in one univerſal. an- 
guage, it is neceſſary to be brought home to us in 
many. With this ſole view, I have put theſe little | 
pieces on a ſimilar ſubject into Engliſh, that our part 
of the world might be better acquainted with them, 
which is the ſureſt way to have them eſteemed,  ' 


| A 2 

DISSERTATION 
| £3 | 

THE HEBREW MONTHS. 


8 E. 2 Ts I . 
The laws of Moſes do not ſeem tobe adapted to thoſe months 


according. to cohich the Fews now rd beginning the 
year in March, 


N treating of the Hebrew months, I ſhall lay before 

you, my Collegues, not indeed my poſitive deter- 
imnation, but rather my ſuſpicion concerning them [a]; 
being deſirous of better information, which I hope to 
obtain by your help and that of other learned men. 
The firſt month of the modern Jews falls commonly in 
our March, but uſually takes in part of April, on 
account of the uncertainty of the Lunar year, For as 
the Jewiſh year is Lunar, and the months Lunar, 
beginning from the New Moon ; the Jews commence. 
their Niſan from the New Moon which falls in March, 
and takes in ſome days of April, or even moſt of them, 


La] So I thought at firſt ; but after I had obſerved the teſtimony 
of Joſephus, which I ſhall ſet down in $. it did not ſeem to be 
matter of ſuſpicion and conjecture, but rather a truth as certain 
and determinate as any you can produce in a philelogical er hiſtorical 

ſubject. 
B if 
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if the New Moon does not fall at the beginning, but at 


the middle or end of that month. Hence ſome of our 
Lexicographers call OD!) March: others apply it to 
part of March, and part of April. For if the New 


Moon falls on the firſt, ſecond, or third day of March;. 
the whole month even till the end of March will be 


Niſan, unleſs it ſhould happen to be intercalated ; but 
if it falls later, ſo many days of our April will be 
brought back to Niſan, as are taken from March. 
Whence it happens that if a New Moon falls towards 
the end of March, almoſt the whole month of April 
will be aſcribed to Niſan. 

From this month the Jews reckon all the reſt. If 
then we aſcribe Niſan, the firſt month of the Jewiſh 
year, to March; it will follow, that the ſecond will 
coincide with April,-the third with May, and, that 
I may not be particular in all, the feventh with 
September, as near as it is poſſible in Lunar Months. 
The Jews of our time ſo compute their months, and 
| tay they were computed in the ſame manner in the 


days of Moſes. The Chriſtians, as well Commenta- - 


fors 28 Lexicographers, follow them implicitly: not 
one of the moderns, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
ever receding from them, 

But that Moſes ſo numbered his months, I began 
to think very improbable, when I obſerved the firſt lines 
of the ceconomical Calendar of Palzſtine (which I owe 
chiefly to Shaw and Beer [S]), to be repugnant to the 


1 Ferdinand Williagy Beer, in his Treatiſe on Chronology, 
Th. l. 4 1 
Moſaical 
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Moſaical laws as interpreted by the Jewiſh Calendar. 
For thoſe feaſts which Moſes commanded to be kept 


-on the firſt, third, and ſeventh month, agree not with 
March, May, and September, according to the climate 
$ of Palæſtine. 

05 Jam well aware, that the temperature of heat and 
Cold, is, on account of the vicinity of mount Libanus, 
much more different in Palæſtine, than it uſually is in 
any other country, at ſo ſmall a diſtance as that of 

about two degrees. The corn; fields under mount Li- 
banus, or near it, ripen much later than thoſe which 
are ſituated more to the ſouth; and the plains of Jeri- 

* cho are ſaid to be more early ripe than all others, through 

the intenſe heat of the ſun: on which pretext perhaps 
Jeroboam, deſirous to ſeparate his ten tribes from the 
” religious rites at Jeruſalem [e], commanded the feaſts to 
be kept one month later; becauſe in that part of his 
= kingdom which lay under mount Libanus the harveſt 

| and vintage were later. But of this northern part of 


Palzſtine I do not now diſpute : in the ſouthern part, 
not . excepting the tract about Jericho, I do not 
imagine that thoſe things could be performed in March, 
April, May, and September, which Moſes aſſigned to 
the firſt, ſecond, third, and ſeventh month. 
In thoſe years indeed, in which the New Moon of 
March was late, and fell from the 2oth to the end of 
the month, I do not deny but that the Mofaical laws 


[e] 1 Kings xii, 33. So be Mered upon the altar which he had made 
in Beth-el, the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the month 
— he bad deviſed in bis own beart, and ordained a feaſt unto the 
Ks of Iſrael, and be offered upon the altar, and burnt incenſe. 


B. a 7 
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might be obſerved in Palæſtine. But Moſes did not 
appoint laws only for theſe years, but for all. But 
in thoſe years in which the New Moon of March fell 
on the Calends, or on any of the firſt xv or xx days, I 
deny that the Moſaical laws were ſuited to the ae 
ture or climate or Palagane. 


SECT. II. 


The Gandful of firft fruits could not be offered in the month 
of March. 


N the fixteenth of the firft month, which later 

writers call Niſan, Moſes the month of ſheaves, a 
kandful of ripe cars were to be offered to God, which 
Moſes ordained as the firit fruits; and that when they 
were offered, it was lawful to'eat the ears, either green 
or parched, and to put the fickle to the corn, Lev. xxiii. 
9—14. From which law, who will not underſtand that 
corn began to be ripe in ſome parts at leaſt of Palzſ- 
tine on the fixteenth of the month Niſan? But Su aw, 
who travelled through Palzſtine, makes this report of 
the time of corn growing ripe there [4]: A! the begin- 
ning of April (which was, becauſe Shaw uſes the Engliſh 
or old Calendar, about that day of April which is with us 
the twelfth), Sarley ævas in full ear; and about the midd!e 
of that month (in the New Style towards the end of that 
month) it began to turn yellow; ; particularlyin all the ſouthern 


[4] Travels and Obſervations f in ſeveral parts of the Levant, 
P- 364, of the firſt edition, Oxford; wich s p. 335 of the 


ſecond * —— 17 757. | 
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Aries; being as forward ncar Jericho, in the latter end 
#f March, as it was in the plgins of Acre a fortnight after- 
bara. But <vheat was very little of it in the ear, at either 
of thoſe places: and, in the fields near Bethlehem and Je- 
ruſalem, the flalk was little more than a foot high Ace- 
cording therefore to the quality of the ſeaſon, in the year 
1722, the firſt fruits could not hade been offered at the time 
appointed, and weuld therefore have required the interca- 
lating of the Veadar, and poftponing thereby the faſſover, 


for, at leaſt, the ſpace of a month, With regard to the 


intercalation, for which he truſted Maimonides, we 
ſhall hereafter enquire farther. But this is clear; it 
in the ſouthern parts of Palzſtine, and about that very 
Jericho, whoſe precincts are ſo much celebrated, the 
ears of corn began to turn yellow in the middle of 
April, in the year that Shaw travelled through Palæſ- 
tine; it was impoſſible to offer up a handful of ripe ears 
on the ſixteenth of March; and that the harveſt ſhould 
then commence. Let us ſuppoſe alſo, that the New 
Moon ſhould fall on the xvith of our March; and that 
the xvith of the month thence reckoned ſhould fail on 
the laſt day of March; yet even on that day the facrifices 
preſcribed by Moſes could not be pertormed, and the 
beginning of harveſt reckoned. Let us grant likewiſe, 
that the year when Shaw viſited Palæſtine was later 
than uſual (though what he relates agrees nearly with 
what others who have travelled thither tell us); yet the 
molt that can be allowed is, that in moderate years the 
face of the country is ſuch in the beginning of April, as 
he ſaw in the middle of it. Beſides, all who in their 
travels mention the time of hary et, tell us that corn 


grows 
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grows ripe, and is mowed, in the months of April and 
May [e]. Rawwolf ſaies, that the harveſt commences 
in the beginning of April; but he is to be underſtood 
according to the old Calendar, and to ſay that about the 
+enth of our April N. S8. the fickle is fixſt put into the 
early ripe field: of Palzftine. 
As things then are ſo, and as a handful of ripe corn 
could not be offered on the xvith of March, nor indeed 
on any part of that whole month; and yet Moſes com- 
manded it ſhould be offered the xvith of the firſt month; 
and Joſephus, who lived in Palzſtine while the ſecond 
temple was ſtanding, and performed the office of prieſt- 
hood in it, has deſcribed that rite as it uſed to be ſolem- 
-niſed in his own time; nor ſhall I cite him as an in- 
terpreter of the laws of Moſes, in which he might 
be miſtaken, but as a witneſs of what he yearly ſaw, and as 
a prieſt giving account of the ſacrifices at which he of- 
Ficiated. T GruTipe (faies he, 1 in 1 Antiq, l. iii. c. x. $5.) 
ro @Gupuey lies, n 9 ig cr 8 dual v, ro xeανU? 
As Htprony, & ,yao rave meoriger avrwr, piranauCuys. 
ES Tor Ota nyEutros T4 Onio tec r, wap 8 Thc 
ebf v ETVY,00, Ta; aWXgXas abr Tis xgiln; 
ETVPEe2Thy TEOTOV TETOM. elt cilię Twy Faxuuy To dec, 
lice, * ard Tg; e TAG xptbas TWornoals, TY 
gut enoxpwes mpoiy20 * Oh, x; lulu i abr re 
CNN leg, T6 AuToy afacy ti; Xpnow Toig ieproos, x; 
ir AobTov Onuecia eig woc K, 104 degli, i. e. 
On the ſecoud day of unlramened bread, which is the xvith 
of the month, they firſt partake of the fruits of the earth, for | 
gere that they d» not touch them. Aud while they ſup- 


[e] Sre-Buſchingii Geograph. Aiæ, p. 299. 
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foſe it proper to honour God, from whom they obtain this 
plent! Ay "ach r ; in the firfl Place, they offer the finſt 
fruits of their barley, and that in the manner following 
they take a handful of the ears, and dry them; they then 
beat them ſmall, and purge the barley from the bran : they 
then bring one Tenth deal to the altar of God ; and caſting 
one handfub-of it upon the fire, they leave the reſt for the 
wſe of the Prigis. And after this, they may publicly or 
privately reap their harveſt... 
2 Who that reads this will ſuſpect, that the precept of 
> Moſes and the climate of Palæſtine ſhould diſagree; and 
that moſt years they were unable from a deficiency of 
> ripe corn to keep the feſtival ; that, as often as it hap- 
= pened, the prieſts were forced to make uſe of an interca- 
lation, that the honour and obſervance of a law impru- 
> dently made might be preſerved? Who will not rather 


PÞ think, that, on the xvith of that month, which Joſephus- 


calls the firſt month, there was plenty of npe corn, and 
= that the beginning of harveſt then commenced? Which' 
if true, then March cannot be the firſt month; nor can 
i proceed from the New Moon, which falls on the firſt 
part of our March, from the Calends to the xvith or xxth. 


81 0 r. 1 
| That the harveſt could not be finiſhed before the Feat of 
Pentecoſt. 


EVEN weeks after the xvith of the firſt month, 
and conſequently the fifth or ſixth day of the third 
month, was the feaſt of Pentecoſt. Thanks were re- 
turned to God, tor kaiſhing the haryeſt; and an offering 
made 
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made of new loaves, from whence the feaſt had its 
name [F]. And Joſephus tells us, that the uſage was 
the ſame in his time [g]. But the feaſt of the harveſt 
would diſturb the middle of the harveſt, if it was cele- 
brated the heginning of May: and then it muſt be 
celebrated, if you begin the Jewiſh year from our 
March, as often as the New Moon fell on the former 
part of that month, For, it the New Moon fell on 
the Calends of March, the Pentecoſt following would 
be on the fifth or fixth of May: and a little later, as 
the Moon changed on the ſecond, the third, the fourth, 
&c. of March. Suppoſe it changed on' the xvith of 
March. then Pentecoſt would fall on the twenty-firſt or 
twenty-ſecond of May. 

Let us now ſee how this agrees with the harveſts of 
Palzſtine. Kon rz tells us, that they ripen in April 
and May; and the ſame perſon ſaw barley not cut on 
mount Sion the 2oth of May. Schmidius, in a great 
plain near Carmel, ſaw wheat in the fields, expecting 
the reapers the 23d day of the ſame month: and 
Schweiggerus, in Galilee, not far from the lake of it, 
upon the zoth day of the fame month. According to 
Haſſelquiſt, wheat harveſt continued in Galilee through- 
the month of May. 

If the barveſt was carrying on in moſt parts of 
Palæſtine in the month of May, and not finiſhed 
every where before the end of it: what legilla- 
tor, think you, would inftitute an euchariſtical ſa- 
crifice for the ending of harveſt, that ſhould fall 


[ f] Exod. xxiii. 16. Lev, Xtili. 16, 17, 18. 
[z] Ant. J. iii. c. x. 86. 
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«x the fifth of May, and fo on, according to the courſe 


of the moon ? Should any one call the peaſants from 
the fields, and compel them to attend the celebration 
of the ſacrifice for ſeven days together, when the corn 
was to be gathered in, he would certainly appear to act 
unwiſely. | 


8 E C T. IV. 
The feaſt of tabernacles not adapted to September, 


ME ES expreſsly enjoined [+], that the feaſt of 
tabernacles ſhould be kept at the end of the 


year, when all the fruits were gathered in; in which : 
the vintage ſhould undoubtedly to be included; eſpe- 
cially as the chief riches of the country conſiſted in 


ſuch fruits. But if the ſeventh month, on the xvth 


day of which the feaſt of tabernacles began, was 
September; then the feaſt, improvidently appointed, 
called off the Iſraelites from the vintage, and forced 
them to leave the ripe grapes on the vines. It is 
true, that Polſchnitzius ate grapes on the 15th of 
September, and Neidſchitzius on the 19th, in the environs 
of Jeruſalem ; that is, in the ſouthern and more early 
parts of Palzſtine, they ate new grapes [i] brought from 
the vineyards ; ſo that, if here had been any vintage 
(which is ſcarce ever the cafe now the country is ſub- 
ject to the Mahometans), it might ſeem to fall on thoſe 
days on which Moſes is ſaid to have appointed the 
feaſt of tabernacles. But allowing this to be the ſtate 
of the vineyards about Jeruſalem, yet the vintage 


[5] Exod, xxiii, 16, Lev. xxiii. 39» 
[7] Beer, ut ſupra, P, II. P» 27. 


C could 
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could not be finiſhed in Galilee even ſo ſoon as the” 


beginning of October. 

This difference between the law and the climate, 
became, I own, the leſs, according to the time that the 
New Moon changed after the Calends of September ; 
but even then, the celebrity of the feaſt would fall on 
the middle of the vintage, unleſs the New Moon hap- 
pened later than the xvith day of our September. 

Now what conduct can be conceived more irra- 
tional, more unbecoming a legiſlator, I will not ſay a 
divinely commiſſioned one, but one of even common 
underſtanding, than to call off the people from the vine- 
yards, when the vintage had either juſt begun, or was 
buſily carried on all over Paleſtine, and keep them for 
eight days together in one city, returning thanks to God 
for that vintage, which yet muſt needs be ſpoilt by 
being thus neglected in obedience to his command ? 

Joſephus has been very ſparing in his account of this 
feaſt, never telling us the reaſon of its appointment : 
but he himſelf is an eye-witneſs [4], ang, that it was 
kept when the winter was advanced (Tgeroptye 75 v 
pos r X Ap Ween), and that Moſes therefore or- 
dered tabernacles to be built for ſhelter, becauſe they 
were apprehenſive of the cold at that ſeaſon [I]. Which 
how 1t could happen in September, in a city placed un- 
dier the thirty-firſt degree of latitude, when with us, 
under the fifty-firſt, the beginning of that month is 
pretty mild, no one can eafily explain : and it will ap- 


[X] Antiq. iii. e. x. & 4. 
L Zumde wilvuo hat KENEVEs ald en, mg" TH xędes pop tive; 
an pαν, et ire. 
pear 
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r ſtill more different from the uſual temperature 
of that climate, if we read what Beer has ſaid of 
the September-weather in Palæſtine [n]. Reland 
therefore is ſomewhat unhappy in his explication of 
theſe words of Joſephus: for fince the whole turns on the 
hiſtory of nature and the climate, he does not, as he 
ought, illuſtrate the thing from Itineraries, but from 
Jewiſh antiquities and Talmudic writings ; not ſuſpect- 
ing that the very months, concerning which an oral tra- 
dition of the Jews was delivered in the Talmud, might 
be different from thoſe which are now called by the 
ſame name [z]. But what Joſephus ſaies of the com- 
mencement of the cold is ſuitable to our October; for 
in that month, when the rains generally come on [9], 


[m] Beer, ut ſupra. 

[n] But (ſaies he in his note on Joſephus) the 15th of Tiſri 
wwas the time of the year called , calor, by the Talmudifts. With 
what right therefore does Foſepbus ſay that the year was then verging 
to Tvinter ? He propoſes the doubt Rabbinically, not, as he ought, 
phyſically : but let us ſee how he ſolves it: The year wva3 plainly 
werging t5ward winter, for from the fifteenth of the month AB, the beat 
began to diminiſh (but of this very month AB we diſpute which it 
is, as well as of all the reſt) and the Fetus note that God would not 
have the feaſt of Tabernacles kept at this time, becauſe, through the cold- 
neſs of tbe Air, it ꝛuas leſs ſuited to dwelling in Tents, and therefore the 
bigh prieſt, who upon the Tenth of Tijri (of which month we are now 
enquiring, whether it coincides with September or October) wa- 
obliged to waſh bimſelf often in cold water, did not like an intercala 
year, becauſe that feaſt fell then on coider weather, Is there any wut 
ſaid here that will prove September to be cold in Palzftine? He 
ſpeaks of Ab and Tiſri : but I maintain that thoſe months could 
not be Auguſt and September, 


Le] Beer, ut ſupra. Buſcbing. p. 229, i in Aſia. 


[* The original is celebrari woluifſe, But 1 think the Author 
meant noluifſe, The Tranſlator.] 
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fome days muſt needs be cold, eſpecially towards the 


evening. 


FECT. 
The Tntercalations of the Fetus do not remove the doubt, 


KNOW very well what the Jews have deviſed, 
in order to make the laws of Moſes capable of 
being obſerved on theſe months. They intercalate the 
month Veadar after Adar or February, Though I rea- 


dily allow, that Lunar months muſt have intercalations 


to reduce them to a Solar year; yet I think that thoſe 
intercalations muſt be made according to the courſe of 
the ſtars and the precepts of aſtronomy, and not to 
ſupport fooliſh laws diſagreeing with the ſeaſons and the 
climate, A wiſe legiflator, endowed with a moderate 


knowledge of the year and the months, which Moſes, 


a man of philoſophic turn, and fourſcore years old, can- 
not be ſuppoſed to want, would never make ſuch laws, 
as could not agree, without the interpolition of perpetual 
intercalations, with the temperature and climate of that 
land to which he led his people. 


F. VI, 


The modern Fewiſh Calendar is different from the Syriac, 
The Syriac Niſan is April: according to which the 
laws of Moſes are to be underflood, 


UT the climate of Palzſtine and the laws of Moſes, 
will ſtand in perfect agreement with each other, 

if we allow to the Hebrew names of the months the 
ſame 


— * 
AA 


Py * I; = bh. e 
5 * © 
Fo 
ak RY —_ . — i tas 
SI MB. A 


ON THE HEBREW MONTHS. 13 


fame ſignifications they have in Syriac. For according 
to the Syrians, Ni/an (JD,) the firſt month of the 
year, is not, as in the modern Jewiſh Calendar and 
in the Hebrew Lexicographers, March, nor half of 
March and half of April, but wholly April. In the 
Lexicons indeed, you will not find the word, though 
Cafeellus has the Adjective ND“ & Mf, and, rightly, 
tranſlates it he April ſeaſon, or the ſpring; but the 
Syriac books have the Subſtantive. In the Edeſ- 
ſenian chronicle, it occurs, if I miſtake not, twice; 
and is rendered by As8EManus, April. Biblio- 
theca Orientalis, tom. i. p. 393 [p], He ordered that 
the workmen, <vho lived in the piaꝝ xa on the banks of the. 
river, ſhould, between the months of October and April, 
' ROT DIP PIGN b, go. towards the 


evening, into other apartments; and p. 415 [y]. in the 


year $38. (i. e. of Chriſt 527.) on the Katends of April, 
#0) In ya, Marc, Fuſfiinianus was created 


Cz/ar : where undoubtedly April is to be underſtood, 
as appears from Procopius and other writers cited 
by Aſſemanus. And from this April, the Syrians fo 
reckon the reſt of the months in the year, that their 
ſecond is May, their third June, their fourth July, 
their fifth Auguſt, their ſixth September, their ſeventh 
October, and ſo on to the twelfth, which is March. 

But that no ſuſpicion may remain, that Aſſemanus 
has been miſtaken in rendering the word Nyſan (though 
there is no room to think he ſhould miſtake the day 
when Juſtinian was created Czſar) I will ſet down the 


[p] In our Chreſtomathia, you will find the place p. 50. 
[7] Chreſt. p. 70, 


Syriac 
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names of the reſt of the Months, differing ſo 
much from the Jewiſh Calendar of our time, that the 
Syrians have all the months later by one than the He- 
brews. 2h, 

The Syrian months are : 

1. JD! Mus, which as we have ſeen, is April. 

2. PN For or Fiar, May [r]. But this Jiar, the 
Jewiſh Calendar and the Chaldee Lexicons make to be 
April [5]. | 

3. in Chezirun, June, (Chreſtom. P. 54 and 
63.) I take the name of the month to be deri ved from the 
wild boar, that killed Adonis: for among the Syrians 
fis the name of a boar or hog, and the following 
month July the Syrians have named from Adonis. In the 
month of June the boars are at rutt, and therefore are more 
than ordinary fierce till the month of Auguſt. I have hi- 
therto been ſparing of Etymology ; but I would not paſs 
by this, becauſe it confirms that Chezirun is June, and not, 
as Caſtellus [?] thought, May. Others derive it from the 
Chaldee N, redlit, by which etymology they again 
denote June, becauſe in that month the ſun returns 
from the Tropic to the Æquator. But if any one ſhould 


[7] For their uſe, who are but moderately ſkilled in the Syriac 
tongue, and yet think I am not to be truſted without witneſs or 
"proofs, Iwill ſubjoin to each name the paſſages of the Chronicon 
of Edeſſa, where the name occurs, and is ſo tranſlated by Aſſe- 


manus, But I ſhall cite from my Chreſtomathia, becanſe I 


ſuſpect moſt readers have not Aſſemanus's Bibliotheca Orientalis. 


With reſpect to Jior, therefore ſee p. 63. 70. 71 Caftellus, p. 103, 


of his Heptaglot, has not written ſo accurately as he ſhould do, red 


the name of the month in Chaldee, 
L.] Buxtorf. Lex, Chaldaic. p. 75. LJ P. 1189. 
diſtruſt 
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diſtruſt the etymon, I am furniſhed with a much ſtronger 
argument. For in the Edeſſenian chronicle, p. 52 of 
our Chreſtomathia, and p. 397, of the firſt tome of 
the Bibliotheca of Aſſemanus, from whence I have 
taken the whole chronicle, it is thus read: In the fix 
Hundred and ſeventy-fourth year (of Chriſt 363), in the 
month Chezirun, Julian engaged <vith the Perfians, and 
avas there killed. Aſſemanus tranſlates it June, as I have 
before mentioned ; and at the fame time, in a note 
taken from the Greek writers, has mentioned the 26th 
of June, in the year 363, as the laſt of Julian's life. 
Therefore Chezirun, can neither be May, nor can it be 
any way doubtful whether May or June. 
The Jews have not the name Chezirun, but in its 


ſtead uſe Sivan (Vd N), which Buxtorf interprets 
May. Therefore in fact they have the month Chezi- 


run, as well as the reſt of the months, xxx days before 


the Syrians, 
4. VN, Thommuz or Thammux, July [ww], derived 


from Adonis, who is fo called by the Syrians ; for as the 


[Lu] Caſtellus, p. 1189, fell into a miſtake, when he ſaid [1 
tnt the name of the Flebrew h zif, containing part of May and part 
of June. But Z is the April of the Jews, Sivan is May and 
part of June. But that this Sivan, according to the ancient 
Calendar of the Jews, anſwers to the Syriac Chezirun, the Syriac 
verfion of the book of Eſther, c. viii. 9, is a proof, where 
the Hebrew [VD NV1 -n WANRA (menſe tertio gui off 
Siven) is rendered in Syriac f WI? Nen NU NMa. 
I owe this obſervation to my Father, who had corrected the miſ- 
take in his copy of Caſtellus, though he thought otherwiſe than I 

do of the Moſaic months, 
[w] Chreſtom. p. 55. 66. 71. of which places the middle is the 
moſt remarkable: in the year $2g (of Chriſt 518) en the geb day 
Grreks 


cb 


— 


FFV 
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Greeks report that Adonis was torn by a wild bear, ſo the 
Syrians report the ſame of Thammuz [x]; and it was but 
fit, that the month the wild boars are moſt fierce, and in 
which Thammuz ſeems to have died, ſhould be ſacred 
to his name, and to the mourning expreſſed for him. 
But in the Jewiſh Chaldee Lexicographers, as in Bux- 
torf, p. 2604. i, is June; whence they call the 
ſummer ſolſtice YZ) NIP H, the turn of the month 


Thammusz. 


5. AN, Os, (#] Auguſt. Of this month Caſtellus 
ſpeaks very juſlly, in the ſecond column of his Heptaglott, 


though in the former months he had been wholly 


ſilent, or guilty of errors (whom yet I venerate even 


in his errors, and almoſt eſteem more than I do 


others when they are in the right) AN Auguſt, and 


of Thammuz died the Emperor Anaſtaſius. But he, as Aſſemanus 
proves from Cyril, ſee p. 408. died on the ninth of June. A. D. 518. 

[x] The hiſtory of it, as the Syrians tell it, Caſtellus has thus 
drawn forth, p. 3811. Tamuz, a noted hunter, whom when Venus 
had fallen in love with in hunting, he took her by force from her 
buſband. Him Tamuz killed, as he was going out to ſeek for his 
wife. A wild boar coming out of the foreſt, meeting Tamuz, flew 
him: whereupon his parents made great lamentation and mourn- 
ing for him in the month Tamuz. On reading of which, who does 
nor diſcover Adonis? The Syrians have a domeſtic and native ſtory 
of Adonis, and an annual religious remembrance of him ; and they 


have a river Adonis, to be written in Syriac, IN, as word as to 


fay, beautiful, fair, which, as Porphyry atteſts, was every year red, 
imitating a blapdy colour, when they lamented the death of Adonis. 
It is certain, the river was ſometimes red; as not only Porphyry, 
no very credulous witneſs, aſſerts, but others have ſeen it, as Maun - 
drel. But whether it is peculiarly red in the month called Tamuz, 
is what I wiſh to know; for Maundrel ſaw it at another time, 
if I miſtake not; and of the time Porphyry is filent, 


ON THE HEBREW MONTHS, 17 
is the Eleventh in order, beginning the year <yj#+h Oclober. 
He farther adds, under the Arabic words, . . . . that A 
feenifies the ſame among the Arabians, particularly theſe who 
* #nhabit Syria and Meſopotomia, Acts xiii. 25. For at that 
Leſſon, which begins Acts xiii. 25, and which is 
read on the Martyrdom of John the Baptiſt, i. e. 
the 2gth of Auguſt, is inſcribed, in the Arabic Teſta- 
ment, the Leſſon for the ſeaſt of Fohn Bafptift, on the 
X 29th day of Ab. | 
And yet this month the Jews and Judaizing 
XZ Lexicographers begin and end before the Syrians, 
For in the Jewiſh Calendar and Buxtorf, IN is July: 
e name, ſays he, in the 2d page, of the fifih month, 
which begins from the New Moon of our 7¹ ly, and anfever's 
to it in order. 

6. N Hul, September [.y]. 

This name 95 N. which we find in ſcripture, 
Nehem. vi. 15, the Jewiſh Calendars and Lexicogra- 
phers affign again to the preceding month, Auguſt. 

7. p YWTN, 7%. the former, October [z], 
which the Arabians call alſo by the ſame name. 
Hence it is, that, when they call November the ſecond 


Thifri, the whole autumn, containing theſe two months, 
is called NID the Thitric-ſeafon [a], 


In the Jewiſh Calendar, the commentators, and 
Hebrew Lexicograpers, H is ſaid to be Septem- 
ber — though very improperly, For in this month, 
Tiſri, the feaſt of tabernacles was to be kept. 


[ y] Chreſt. p. 55, and 62. [z] Ibid. p. 57. 62. 73. 
12 Ibid. P. 86. | 


D 8, M 
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8. Mn WON Phifri the latter, November [5]. 

This name of the month the Jews have not, but call 
their October Marche/chwan * rh. 
9. ph Conun the former, December Le]. I is 
wh, called fimply 502, as Zachar. vii. 1. This 
name the Syriac interpreter uſually puts for the He- 
brew D Cifleu, which is rendered he former Conun, 
1 Macc. i. 57. iv. 52. and Conun, Tach. vii. 1. This 
is to be noted againſt Caſtellus, who [d] diſtinguiſhes 
Conun from the former Conun, and will have Conun to 
be November, the former Conun December, and the 
latter Conun January. 

The Jews have no Conun ; but the month fo called 
in Syriac, is with them Ciſleu; which the Jewiſh Ca- 
lendar and the interpreters of the Bible make to be No- 
vember. 

10. N (135 The latter Conun, January, I have 
no example at hand; and I need none, fince I have 
Caſtellus aſſenting to this verſion of the name, and 
the thing is clear enough. 

Conun, I juſt now faid, the Jews have not. Their 
Tenth month they call NAM, and will have to be De- 


cember. 
11. DAP Shebot, or Shebat, February [e]. Of the ſig- 


nification of the name, which is otherwiſe underſtood 
by Caſtellus, the former place leaves no room to doubt, 
Chreſtomath. p. 55. or Aſſemanus, tom. 1. 397. . 
the year fix hundred ſeventy-five, in the month Shebat 
Dae MVA Yalentinianus the Great poſſeſſes the empire 


2 P- 53. 67. 71. 8 Chteſt. 68. 7 t. 
A Lex. P · 1750. Chreſt. P. 55 77» 


with 


ON THE HEBREW MONTHS. 19 


evith his Brother Valens: For that Valentinianus was 
declared emperor the v1 Cal. of March, Aſſemanus 
has proved from Socrates, on the place. 

DAY in the Jewiſh Calendar is January, and in 
Zachary i. 7, is ſo rendered by interpreters and lexico- 

hers. . 

12. N Odor, or Adar, March FJ. Here Caſtellus 

agrees with me; ſo that we have occaſion for no diſ- 


pute: and etymology in ſome meaſure confirms the 


ſignification. The Hebrew TY, which from mere 


conjecture the moderns render magnificent, properly 
ſignifies ffrong [g]. and from thence feems to denote 


a Ram. In Jeremiah, ch. xxv. 34, 35, INST N 


* Aadiri ovium, can ſcarce be any other than the rams 
F the flock, and the antients have gone before me in 


ſo tranſlating it. The LXX in both verſes render 


48 it xpi35, and the Syriac, ver. 35. NT. And from 


a Ram, March is the only one of all the Months 
which could receive its name, becauſe the Sun then 


{ f] Chreft. p. 55. 69. 


[g] So the Syriac tranſlates Jeremiah xxv. 34. fortes ovium, ' 


"© (putting y WWy) for rams. There is a remarkable in- 


ſtance of this [ſignification, Jud. v. 13. to be tranſlated, con- 


trary to the accents—Then the baniſhed trod down the STRONG, the 


'\# 
o c ö 


people of Jebovab trod down the beroes. Thus they who in the 
former member of the verſe were ZI VI. in the latter are called 
CN The ſame ſignification may alſo agree with 2. Chron, 
xxili. 19. where m are the frongeſt, or the leaders, But, 
diſputing nothing of this place, I only note, that the LXX have 
turned 1t Cyars;, the Vulgate fortiſſimes, the Chaldee n, the 
beroes, that it ſeems to have been the well-known ſignification of 
the word, which among the moderns you will not find at all, 


2 enters 
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enters the fign- Aries. And hence, that I may ob- 
ſerve it by the bye, the two Gods (2 Kings xvii. 31.) 
Adrammelech and Anammelech, fo much obſcured by 
controverſies and conjectures, I interpret to be the Spring 
and the Autumnal Sun worſhiped under this double 
character. For it is well known, that in the Eaſt the 
name of Ling was given to the Sun, and was peculiar in 
the worſhip of him. Now, if & is @ ram, I ſhould 
chuſe, undoubtedly, to call No NN, the Ling, or 
ſun of the ram, and to underſtand it of the Sun's en- 
trance into Aries, rather than follow the common and 
diſcordant opinions. Nor yet have I advanced this 
out of love for etymology, or deviating from my ſub- 
ject; but it tends to prove, that according to the an- 
cients, who firſt gave theſe names to the months, Adar 
was what the Syrians call March, not what the Jews 
of our time take to be February. | 
But from theſe Jews the traditionary error has ſo far 
ſpread, that the Biblical interpreters and lexicographers 
have determined JN to be February. 
Here becauſe I have writ of the Syrian months 
things contradictory to the great Caſtellus, and it was 
neceflary to cite him ſo far as he agreed with me; 
yet that the Syriac Calendar, vouched by proofs, and at- 
teſted by Aſſemanus, may not be ſuſpected by readers 
who are unacquainted with the Syrian tongue, and cut 
off from all opportunity of inquiring into it; I will 
now ſubjoin the teſtimony of an author, excellently 
verſed in Syriac chronology, Theophilus Sigfrid Bayer, 
He, in the 17th page of Hiſtoria Oſrhoena, not diſ- 
puting indeed about the months of the Syrians, but of 
OT the 
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the year, and of the beginning it from October, and 
pointing out all the months in order, fays thus : | 
Tiſchrin the firſt begins on the Kalends of October. 
Tiſchrin the ſecond — November. 
Conum the firſt — — 
Conum the ſecond — — January. 


Schevot — February. 
Odor — — — 2 
Niſon — — April. 
J or * * A May. 
Chſiron — — June. 
Tomus — a July. 
Os (Ab) — — Auguſt. 
Ki Ihil — — September. 
er. V3 


4 The Syriac method of giving names to the months is ancient 
= and Moſaical; but the Fewiſh method is recent and 


= erroneous. 

1 N OW ſince no one can doubt, but that the com- 
® mon names of the months had formerly 

the Syrians and Chaldzans, who are both called 
2 Aramzans, and who uſe a dialect of near affinity with 
the Hebrew, the fame fignification; it is evident, 
that ſome miſtake hath, by ſuccefſion of time, crept 
into one or the other Calendar, either the Syriac or 
the Jewiſh, But to which people ſhall we aſcribe it? 
to that people who baniſhed from their country for 
bo many ages lived among other nations, that uſed 
4 anather 


22 ON THE HEBREW MONTHS. 


another Calendar? or to the Syrians, who live ſtill in 
their own Syria ? Or, if this be not ſufficient to de- 
cide the point, yet when the Moſaic laws differ ſo widely 
from the Jewiſh Calendar, and agree ſo well with the 
Syriac, who is there but muſt own that the miſtake is of 
the Jews; and the months mentioned by Moſes, and 
other ancient Hebrew writers, are to be taken from 
the Faſti of the Syrians, not from the Jewiſh ones? 
eſpecially, when the Month Adar, ſo called from a 
Ram, 1s March with the Syrians, at which time the 
Sun enters into Aries; and February with the Jews, 
when it enters into Piſces, 

But at what time the Jews deviated from the an- 
cient and true calculation of their months, perhaps 
by wrong intercalation, or in imitation of the Romans, 
with whom March was the firſt month of the year, 
September the ſeventh ; at what time I ſay, they de- 
viated, whether before the Talmudic pandects were 
written, or after ; whether the School of Tiberias led 
the way 1nto this error, or fome other, I am as yet 
wholly uncertain, We ſhall ſee preſently, that Joſe- 
phus knew only the ancient calculation of the year, 
according to whom Niſan was April, Thiſri October. 
When the Hebrew Bible was tranſlated into Syriac, 
the Jews had the ſame months with the Syrians; for 
the Syriac interpreter, who could not be ignorant 
of Jewiſh affairs, when he tranſlated from the He- 
brew, and the Jews in great numbers inhabited Syria, 
Meſopotamia, and Babylonia, and had famous aca- 
demies in thoſe places; this Syriac interpreter put 
the ſame names for the Hebrew months, without any 

7 ſuſpicion 
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ſuſpicion that the Hebrew months come before the 
Syriac xxx intire days, as we may ſee, in Niſan, Nehem. 
ii. 1. Eſth. iii. 7. In Elut, Neh. vi. 1 5. Shebat, Zach. vii. 
1. In Adar, Ezr. vi. 15. Eſth. iii. 7. 13. viii. 12, &c. 


S E Cr. VIII. 


Foſephus agrees with the Syriac Calendar, knows nothing 
of the Fewyh, 


T HAT wan muſt ſhare the credulity of the Rabins 
who ſhall ſtill perſiſt in defending the Calendar of 
the Jews, or even hefitate in a caſe ſo clear: but if any 
ſuch there be, I ſhall endeavour to remove his doubts, 
at leaſt lower an opinion which he had taken from 
the Jews, by an ample witneſs, who lived in Palzſtine 
while the temple was ſtanding, ſaw their feaſts, and 
celebrated them, and as a prieſt officiated at them: 1 
mean Joſephus, who I wonder was not appealed to 
before, and confeſs he is ſcarce now conſulted, though 
I referred to him four years ago, He undoubtedly 


could not be ignorant in what month every feaſt was 


| kept in Palæſtine in his own time. 


In the firſt month, which Moſes galls the month 


of ſheaves, others Niſan, it is written that the Iſraelites 
came out of Egypt, and in memory of that event, 


de Paſſover was inſtituted in the middle of that 


month. This others have thought to be March, 
4 which I have maintained to be April. Let us now 
hear Joſephus [5]. God commanded Moſes to tell the 
people, that they ſhould hade a ſacrifice ready; and that 


41 Ant. i, c. Liv. Q 6. 
[6] i, c. WY * 
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they ſhould prepare it on the tenth day of the month Xan- 
thicus agarnſt the 14th: <which month is called by the 
Egyptians Phremuth, and Niſan by the Hebrewos 3 but the 
Macedonians call it Xanthicus, In the month Xanthicus 
therefore, i. e. April, Joſephus teſtifies the paſſover was 
kept, that this month was called Niſan by the Hebrews, 
and that on the 14th of this month the TIfraclites went 
out of Egypt. The ſame perſon teſtifies, in Book 
III, c. x. $5. But in the month Xanthicus, which is 
by us called Nijan, and is the beginning of our year, on 
the 14th day of the Lunar month, when the Sun is in 


that cbe ſhould every year ſlay that ſacrifice which ] before 
told yon cue. ſlew when awe came out of Egypt, and which 
wes called the Paſſover. And ſo we celebrate the Paſſover 
in in companies, Xe. What can be plainer and more de- 
terminate, than what is here ſaid? He names the 
month Xanthicus : he adds, that the Sun was then in 
Aries, which on the xivth of April is true, but on the 
. xivth of March is falſe, for then he is in Piſces, and 


. not been rightly underſtood by his learned inter- 
For Dr. Bernard, who has commented largely 
on this place, has many etymologies of the names 


of. the months, but has taken no notice that Joſephus . * 
contradicts. the common error of our times. For of 
ſuch authority was the received opinion of the Jewiſh 
Calendar; that they thought Joſephus did not ſpeaæ 
of the Macedonian months, but of the Syromacedo- 


nian. 
4aF + 
F ; 


Aries: for on this month it vas that wve awere delivered 
from the bondage under the Egyptians : the law ordained * 


enters Aries the xxiſt of March. And yet Joſephus * 
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nian [J. But that, as it is gratis dictum, ſo is it very 
foreign to the place: for the fign is mentioned in 
which the Sun is the xivth day of the firſt month. 

Beſides, the ſeventh month, on the Calends of which 

the ſolemnity of the New Moon, on the tenth the 
feaſt of propitiation, and on the fifteenth the feaſt of 
tabernacles, were celebrated, was not, according to this 
-author, September, but October. For in n order 
he recounts theſe feaſts, l. iii. c. x. & 2. On the 
ſeventh month, which the Macedonians call Hyperbere- 
teus [&], (that is, October). Which though he had 
fo clearly expreſled, and every one knows that Hyper- 
beretzus is October ; yet ſuch was the force of pre- 
judice that Havercamp upon this very place notes, 
namely on the New Moon of Tijri, which is the Septem- 
ber of the Romans, and Myperberetæus of the Macedonians. 
Again, in the dedication of the temple, mentioning the 
fame month and feaſt, he writes thus, EH pr 
ouviagw uo pv ro ETLXWp.w Otopi, drs N Maxidoruy 
"Yes cla le bw Azyoparn : they came together on the ſeven th 
month, called by the natives Thiſri, by the Macedonians 
Hyperbereteus. And the feaft of Tabernacles falls upon the 
ſame time, &c, Ant. l. viii. c. iv. § 1. 

The other months, where he has occaſion to men- 
tioned them, he compares in the fame manner with the 
Macedonian ones: as when he ſpeaks of the time that 
the building of the temple was begun, in the ferond 


[i] See Havercamp on Antiq. I. c. iii, $ 3. 
L* Suidas, uTpergelaic 4 af 0 Ox log. 


E ruth, 


26 ON THE HEBREW MONTHS. 


month, «which the Macedonians call Artemifius, the He- 
brews Jiar. Artemiſius was wndoubtedly May : in the 
time therefore of Foſephns the Hebrew called Fiar, May 
(counting it the ſecond month) and not, as the in 
Calendars, April. 

More might be brou zht for this opinion, and perhaps 
the Macedonian names of all the Hebrew months might 
be collected from — But let theſe inſtances 
ſuffce. oy | | 


B's © TI. 


Corollaries from what ave have offered. 


L L the Hebrew vocabularies that relate to the 

names of the months muſt be corrected, and 

the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Commentators, after the tenth 

century, are not to be minded, when they explain texts 

thar refer to the months ; - and the whole Hebrew chro- 

nicle of the months is to be changed and reformed ac- 
cording to the foregoing method. 

But before Moſes appointed that month in which 
the Tfraclites came out of Egypt to be the firſt, the 
Teventh month, it is well known, was the beginning of 
the Jewiſh year. At that time therefore the numbers 
of the Iſraelitie and Syriac months were the ſame : 
and as now with the Sy rians, ſo before Moſes with the 
Iſraelites, 


The firſt month of the year was October. 
The ſecond — November. 


The third — — December. 
. Ihe 
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The fourth —— — January. 
The fiith - — — February. 
The ſixth — — March. 
The ſeventh — — April. 
The eighth — May, 
The ninth — June. 


The tenth ——— — july. 

The eleventh 

The twelfth September. 

And of theſe months Moſes muſt be ſuppoſed to 
ſpeak, when, in the hiſtory fot the deluge [n], he men- 
tions the firſt month, the ſecond, the ſeventh, and the 
tenth. The deluge began in November (not, as 15 uſually 
thought, in October); in April (not in March) the 
waters were ſo much decreaſed, that the ark reſted 'on 
the mountain; in July (not in June) the tops of the 
mountains were ſeen: in October (not in Septem- 
ber) the earth began to be dried; in November it was 
quite dry, and Noah went out of the ark. 

But ſince Moſes had ſuch regard for the month in 
which he left Egypt, as to make it the firſt of the 
year, the Hebrew months are to be ranged thus in 
order to bring them to correſpond with ours. 

(1.) The firſt, called by Moſes the Sheaf L*] month, 
by others Niſan, begins with the New moon in April, 
and correſponds with our April, as much as is poſſible 
for a Lunar month, but yet ſo as part of it may fall 
ſometimes in the following May. 


DL] Gen, vii. 11. viii, 4, 5. 13, 14- 
D*) Whence this name comes is underſtood immediately from 
reading 5 I. In April barley is in ears all over Palæſtine. 


E A 2.) The 
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| (2.) The ſecond, Ziv V [9], according to the He- 


brew, was called by the Chaldees Jiar, beginning on the 
firſt New Moon in May, anſwers to our May, as much 


as a Lunar month can. 


(3-) The third, Sivan. [y] ND, was computed from 


the firſt New Moon in June, anſwers to our June in 


great meaſure, except that from the variations of the 


the Lunar month, part of it may fall in July. 
(4.) The fourth, whoſe name does not occur in our 


Hebrew Bible, but is called by the Chaldees Tham- 
mus [Y], begins from the firſt New Moon in July, and 
anſwers to our July, only that, from the lunar ä F 


lities, the end of it may fall in Auguſt. 
Of the etymology of the Chaldee name I have 


ſpoke before, from the worſhip paid to Adonis. The 


Arabians called the, whole, Summer (3-25. from this 
month. 
(J.) The fifth, not to be found in the Hebrew 


Bible, but called AX by the Chaldees, begins from | 


the firſt New Moon in Auguſt, anſwers to our Auguſt 
nearly; but if the New Moon is ſomewhat, late, it 
will take n part of September. 


(6.) The ſixth, Elul [7], begins from, the firſt New 


Moon in September, and anſwers to it; but if the 


New Moon be ſomewhat late, it, will take in part of 


October. oy * 

[0] 1 Kings vi, 1. 37. 

[o] Efther uiii. g. 

[9] See the, rurgum of Jonathan, Gen, viii, 5, Buxtorf, Lex-. 
Talm. col. 2604. 


11 Nehem, vi, Io 


(7.) The 
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(J.) The ſeventh, on which was celebrated the feaſt 
of tabernacles, is called in the Hebrew Bible the month 
of continued rivers, (WY NN)) CJ, by the Chal- 
dees Tifri (NWI) begins from the New Moon in 
October, anſwers to it, unleſs the change ſhould hap- 
pen late, and then it takes in part of November, 

Concerning this Hebrew name, ill underſtood by 
the Etymologiſts, ſomewhat muſt be added, becauſe 
the appellative ſignification expreſſes remarkably the 
nature of the month. That Dr (Ethanim), 
in which obvious word former writers have ridiculouſly 
miſpent their time, was to be referred to the Arabic, 
G Ys water, or the river continued, my father, if L. 
miſtake not, was the firſt who told us in the f of the. 
Arabic tongue, publiſhed in 1700; after him Scur- 
TENS printed it [e], in the firſt book of his Origines 
Hebraici, c. viii, more fully, writing upon this wore 

PX alone an entire. diſſertation, though neither ot 
them thought of explaining the name of the mont 
from thence. But to me who have been confi- 
dering theſe things, 'N ITT is he month of 
continued rivers, of which name October alone of all 
the. months is the moſt worthy, For ſince at the- 
time of harvett which is in May and June, in Pa-- 


[3] 1 Kings viii. 2, 
ſz] Chriſt, Benedict Michaelis diſſertatio inauguralis de hiſto- 
ria linguz Arabicæ, $ 29. I do not cite the words, as I inſtend 


to publiſh all my father's diſſertations, ſince improved by a large 


number of notes in his own hand- writing, in a volume together. 
[«] 1 Sam, xii, 16, 37. 
leſtine 
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leſtine there was no rain [z]; in July, Auguſt, 
September, and the greateſt part of October but lit- 
tle ſx]; the conſequence muſt be, that in October, 
the laſt of the months that have no rain, the brooks 
are dry, and the rivers and ſtreams that remain, are 
perennial, When therefore the perenial ſtreams alone 
flow in October, nature herſelf, if ſhe ſhould mark the 
the months by words, would call it the perennial month, 
For in November, which 1mmediately follows, ſome 
of the brooks which before were dry, begin to flow 
again. a 

(8.) The eighth, called 9) [v] by the Hebrews, 
begins from the firit New Mocn in November, takes 
in our November, and, according to the variety 'of 
the New Moons, ſometimes part ot December, 

And this month the etymon ſeems to mark plain 
enough, if you derive it from i rigavit, madefecit, 
whence the Hebrew 9A diluoium [>], and ar- 
fHuctus. For in November the rains in Palzſtine, 
which are called che former rain, begin; and in that 
month overflowings of rivers and floods are to be 
feared more than in ot:cr months [a]. 


[x] See Buſchingius's Aſia, p. 298, 299. 6 
[y ] 1 Kings vi. 38. "Y 
[z] See Beer, ut ſupa, tom. ii. p. 29. and Shaw, who in 
P- 335+ (of the edition of 1757) ſaies thus: the firſt rains in theſe 
countries uſually full in the beginning of November, the latter ſome- 
times in the middle, ſometimes towards the end of April. 
[a] See the Chronicon Edeſſenum on the year 513. p. 47. 
Chreſtemathia, Edeſſa, in the year of Chriſt 402, in the month 
ef November received a great loſs from the river Scirtus. 


I | (9.) The 
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(% The ninth, DO, Cie [4], commences from 
the firſt New Moon of our ' December, include our 
December, and a part of January, if the New Moon 
happens a little later than ordinary. 

(Go.) The tenth, MAD, Tebecth [c]. is to be com- 
puted trom the firſt New Moon of our January, and 
when that is a little later, contains part of February. 

(11.) The eleventh, AD, Schebat [d], from the 
firſt New Moon of our February, but when that 1s a 
little later, takes in part of March. 

(12.) The tweltth, NN [2], commences from the 


firſt New Moon ot our March, and anſwers to it; or 


it the New Moon is late, takes ſome days from April of 
the following year. 
What [I have offered above in ſupport of my determi- 
nation of the Hebrew teaſts from the laws of Moſes, from 
the Syriac names of the months, and from Joſephus, an 
undoubted evidence, I am glad to confirm from the 
etymology of the names. Not that I attribute too 
much to etymological enquiries; I frequently caution 
my audience that etymology is not ſufficient to explain 
the artificial names of trees, of plants, of gems, and 
animals, which 1s often too obſcure, and does not enough 
contain definitions and deſcriptions, But if any one 
hears of a month of cars of corn, of rivers continually 
running, of floods, he will undoubtedly conclude, that 
that month was called at firit, from nature's producing 
in it ears, running rivers, and floods. Thus, when 

I] Zech. vii. 1. Nehem. i. 1. 

Ie] Eſther ii. 16, 

{4] Zacchar, i. 7. 

le] Eſther iii. 7, 13. vill. 12. ix. t. 

| our 
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our language is dead and obliterated, if any one ſhould 
read the name of but one month, called the wire 
month, he will preſently diſcover from the climate 
of Germany, what month it is; nor will he believe 
Lexicons and Commentators, with how much con- 
Nancy ſoever they apply this name to September or 
Augutt. 


A COM- 


x35 J 


A COMMENTARY 
ON 
The Paradoxical Law of ties By | 


Commanding Reſt to be given to all the 
Land every Seventh Year, 


ECT: h 
The Paradoxical law of the Sabbatical year, Lev, xxv. 
2— 7. N | a \ 


HERE is ſcarce one of the laws of Moſes that is 

6 & more paradoxical, or, ſeemingly, more contrary 
to public utility, than that which relates to the ob- 
ſervance of the Sabbatic year. Every ſeventh year, 
there was, for the honour” of God, a ceſſation from la- 
bour in all the fields, vineyards, and gardens, throughout 
Palæſtine; no plowing, no culture of the vines, in 
ſhort, neither harveſt nor vintage. And what the earth 
ſpontaneouſly brought forth was no one's property, 
but was common to all, to foreigners, to poor ſervants, 
to flocks, and wild beaſts, that paſtured freely that year 
Je | on 
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on all the country. Thus Moſes preſcribes, Lev. xxv. 
2—7. When ye come into the land which I give you, 
then ſhall the land keep a Sabbath unto the Lord. Six years 
thou ſhalt ſow thy field, and fix years thou ſhalt prime 
thy wineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; but in the 
ſeventh year ſhall be a Sabbath. of ref? unto the land, a 
Sabbath for the Lord; thou ſhalt neither ſow thy field, nor 
prune thy vineyard. That which groweth of its own accord 
of thy harveſt, thou ſhalt not reap, neither gather the 
grapes of thy wine undreſſed : for it is a year of reft unto the 
land. And the Sabbath of the land ſhall be meat for you ; 
for thee, and for thy ſervant, and for thy maid, and for thy 
hired ſervant, and for the ftranger, that ſojournethꝭ with 
thee. Aud for thy cattle, and for the beaſts that are in thy 
lard, ſpall all the increaſe theregf be meat. 


LY 


SECT, IL 


That there ſhould be a lawvful reſt for the land, is not e 
evith us: but that reſt ſhould be given to all the land in 


the ſame year, is new, 


OR. is it contrary to our own cuſtom to leave 
plowed fields for a certain time fallow ; and that 
according to a preſcribed law, For who knows not but 
that in moſt parts of Germany, by ancient cuſtom, 
which has the force of law, fields left fallow every third 
year afford paſture to the neighbouring flocks, and that 
x. comment Which very right, whether it con- 
—— her to private or public utility, the royal 
ſociety made a queſtion to thoſe who were ſkilled in 
2 economy, 
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eeconomy, with a propoſal of reward, to be given in this 
aflembly : but either the anſwers were returned later 
than the time preſcribed ; or they mentioned the name 
of the author, which ſhould have been concealed ; or 
they did not anſwer the wiſhes of the ſociety : upon 
which they thought proper to _—_— the queſtion 
again, with a double reward. 

But that is a point which does not concern the 
ſubje& I have undertaken to diſcuſs. For our tradi- 
tionary and domeſtic right of fallow is very different 
from the Moſaical Sabbath of reſt to the fields. It is 
of no great confequence, that with us every third year, 
with the Hebrews every ſeventh year, the fields ſhould 
have reſt : and in this reſpect, the Moſaical law wall 
appear preferable, to thoſe who are diſpleaſed with our 
fields being untilled every third year. For if there is 
any loſs in the thing, it is much leſs, if the fields he 
uncultivated every ſeventh, than every third year : and 
there may be ſome perhaps, who will think that the 
fields, after fix harveſts, ought to be refreſhed with reſt 
and Sabbaths, that they may afrerwards produce more 
luxuriant crops, though they deny that land (unleſs very 
barren) after two years harveſt, can want relaxation. 

But the moſt paradoxical and the furtheſt from our 
cuſtoms 1s, that in every ſeventh year all the fiel 
throughout Palzſtine ſhould he fallow at the ſame 
time. With us the reſt returns by a revolution in 
circles, two third parts every year ſubmitting to 
the plow, one third being left free: ſo that there is 
no year without a harveſt ; which when the Sabbatical 
. year of Moſes was without through all Palæſtine, a ter- 
2 rible 


—— — — — 
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rible famine would ſeem to be apprehended _ the 
Ifraclites every ſeventh year. 


| e n 1. 
The promiſe of an extraordinary fruitfulueſe every fixth year, 
mentioned Levit. xxv. 18—22. docs not ſolve the dif 
- ficulty, . : 


V OU will ſay that Moſes guarded againſt this appre- 


henſion of famine by promiſing ſo great plenty in 
every ſixth harveſt, that it alone ſhould ſuffice for three 


Ja | years [a]. But he added alſo a condition to that pro- 


miſe, if they ſhould be obedient to the divine laws [6]. 


Therefore the ſixth was not to be more fruitful than 


the reſt, and perhaps even more ſterile, whenever the 
Public deviated from their duty. What then was to be 
hoped for in the ſeventh year, but famine, and a de- 
ſtruction or diſperſion of the whole people, deſtitute of 
proviſion? But it is not the part of a wiſe Legiſlator, and 
of a father of his country, to govern a ſtate by ſuch 


laws, that, when the people have provoked the Supreme 


Deity, they cannot with juſtice complain that the hea- 


vens deny in a certain year the extraordinary plenty! 


and therefore that the whole people mutt either die with 
hunger, or quit their country; that is, the ſtate mult 


be brought to deſolation. 
But there is ſomething in the promiſe itſelf, which I 


cannot well account for. That every ſixth year the 


fields ſhall bear more abundantly, is not according 


[8] Lev, Ny. 20, 21. [5] Ibid, 18, 19- 
to 


ON THE SABBATICAL YEAR. 37 


- 


to the accuſtomed courſe of nature, which does not 
uſually exhibit any particular returns of fertilit at 
ſtated times. And it is leſs likely, that the fixth harveſt, 
when the former five had almoſt worn out and exhauſted 
the foil, ſhould exceed the reſt in plenty, Therefore 
that providence of God, which governs all things by 
the eſtabliſned laws of Nature, could ſcarcely in the 
ſixth year allot ſuch abundant harveſts ; which, if they 
happened according to what Moſes announced, muſt, 
we own, have ſomewhat miraculous in them. And 
yet I do not remember that any ſuch miracles fixed 
to certain periods (periodical fome would call them) 
are ever mentioned in Scripture, Perhaps Moſes did 
not promiſe on the [ixth year fo great fecundity, but in fix 
years; and the Scribes for iN ' ix years; 
Le. xxv. 21, put YWwWn MTN te fixth year, 
which might the more eaſily happen, if the original 
expreſſed numbers by figures, not in words at length. 
But IL will not indulge conjecture, as I am aware of 
what may be ſaid againſt it, eſpecially as it is ſupported 
by no Mi. or ancient Verſion [e]. 


SECT. IV. 

They are not to be attended to, who, from the eontrariety 
of this law to civil prudence, conclude Mais to be di- 
vinely in/þired. 

VO cannot but underſtand my opinion of thoſe, 

who, obſerving the Sabbutie year to be ſo con- 
trary to common prudence, and, without a miracle, ſo 


[c] If Moſes intended to ſpeak of the bleſſing of fix years, he 
ſhould not have ſaid, I ci command ny bleſſing upon you i» the fixth 
year, ard it ſpall ring fo th fruit for three years 3 but for nine years, 


Lev, XXV. 41. 
FI fatal 


* 
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fatal to the people, conclude that Moſes could not make 
ſuch a law, unleſs he was ſupported by a divine lega- 
tion from God, who, with plenitude of power, could 
every fixth year procure a wonderful fecundity. Which 
(to ſpeak my mind freely) is no other than to prove 
the divine legation of Moſes from the incredible tolly 
of the Moſaic laws. And which indeed has been at- 
tempted lately by an anonymous unitator of Bp, War- 


burton [4]. 


I know not who this imitator is; but am agreeably 
ſurprized to find the ingenious Profeſſor's ſentiments pre- occupied 
by the very learned Biſhop, in a Letter io Dr. Middleton, 
printed in the Appendix to The Argument of the Divine Legation 
Fairy Aated; : and returned to the Deifts, to whom it wat originally | 
addreſſed ; in which is ſpewn that the Anſwers hitberto given to it are 
ſuch, as neither Believers nor Unbelievers can make u e of, being 
irreconcilable with the Principles of both. By an inzpartial hand, 
Lendon, 1751. —From this circumſtance we have a remarkable 
inflance, that the Arguments brought againit the Divine Legation 
are a Confirmation of it. And the Biſhop hag a right to ſhare in 
the applauſe, which the Profeſſor received (as he elſewhere teſtifies) 
from this Diſcourſe, even on a ſuppoſed oppoſition to him, but, as 
we ſhall now ſee, in perfect conſonance with him. 

I ſhall take the liberty to tranſcribe the Biſhop's words; and 
the more willingly, as the Profeſſor elſewhere cites the very 
pamphlet from which they are extracted, as a work which he had 
never ſeen, p. 184. | 

40 Newark, Sept. 20, 1736. 

« co to your P. S. in which I find myſelf obliged to you 
te for your kind enquiries into the progreſs of my Work, I have 
nothing to apprehend in diſcredit to the method of it; but the 
s application of that method to caſes which will not bear it. The 
4 inſtance you give me of the Tract on the Sobbatic Year is one of 
« theſe caſes, I ſuppoſe an internal proof can never be drawn. from 
e thence, of the divinity of the Meſaic Miſion; though for ieaſons 

An 
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An objector to our facred laws may perhaps allow, 
which an ill defender of the beſt cauſe very liberally 


ce gifferent from yours: for I reckon, that this particular inſtitution 
ec might be well accounted-for, even on the ſuppoſition of mere 
ce human legiſlation, For all agree, that Moſes's main end was the 
« abolition of Idelatry, and preſervation of the Unity, The inſti- 
6 tution of the Sabbath is ſhewn by Spencer and others to be, of all 
te the ceremonial, the very rite moſt conducive to this end. So that 
ce jt ſeemed to be fit, nay neceſfary, that the principal rite, conducive 
& to the principal end, ſhould be very well ſecured, Hence the $a45- 
© bath was ſupported by a Sabbatic-Year ; and further ſtrengthened 
by a year of Jubilee. As to the civil conſequences of a ſabbatic- 
« year; a relaxation from culture, in the proportion it required, 
ce muſt be extremely uſeful to ſuch a ſoil as Judæa; which, to pre- 
« ſerve its fert lity, required a remiſſion of at leaſt one year in 
&© ſeven, A partial Reft, of the ſeveral parts, in rotation, had, 
ce indeed, been the eligible way; had nothing elſe been to be con- 
& fidered. But, on it, no ſabbatie rite could have been founded, 
4 So that a total and vericdic ceſſation from culture was neceſſary. 
„Rut then, by a wiſe proviſion in other parts of the inſtitution, 
« M:ſes obviated the inconveniencies, that ſometimes ariſe from 2 
c total re. To ſpeak only of that, which forbad commerce with 
& ſtrangers (and, for the fame end, viz. to prevent idclatry) from 
« whence would follow their having greater ſtores of corn than could 
© be conſumed. And the ſabbatic- year being fixed, and the event 
« of it foreſeen ; they had warning ard ability to lay-in ſupplies for 
© that defect. To this, if we add; that, though, in the Sabbatice 
Tear, they did not enjoy the fruits of culture; yet, what came 
* without, they were at | berty to uſe ; we muſt, I think, conclude, 
« that a wiſe legiſlator, who found uſe in a Sabbatic Year, for the 
s advancement of his ends, would venture to inſtitute it, though he 
« had no expeQation of a miraculous ſupply ; as the natural conſe- 
« quences were to little to be dreaded. 

& There is but one ſolid okjetion, humanly ſpeaking, to this in- 
<< ſtitution, that I know ef; which is this; that, when the Jetos 

of if. | does, 
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does, that nothing can be thought more remote frorti 
political wiſdom than the law of the Sabbatic year: but 
will ſay, that Moſes did not ſee the diſadvantage of it, 
while he was wandering itt the wilderneſs, and had 
never been taught it by experience, It you urge, that 


no famines of the Sabbatic years are mentioned by 
hiſtorians; the anſwer will be eaſy, that the avarice of 


the people was wiſer than the law, ſince it led them 


yearly to till their ground; that the law was made by 
Moſes, but was never obſerved by the people. And he 
will not ſay this without ſome appearance of truth ; 
for Moſes foreboded ill ſucceſs to this law, and feared 


that it would be abrogated by neglect; and hiſtory 


teaches, that for almoſt five entire centuries the Sab- 
batic years were neglected: 


* fell under a foreign dominion, their maſters made them pay tri- 
« bute on the Sabbatic-Year. And this indeed was a heavy oppreſſion; 
© But it reflects not at all on the wiſdom of the Lawgiver, For if 
* Moſes had, as he pretended; a divine character, foreign dominion 
ic was a puniſhment for idolatry ; and theſe circumſtances made that 
cc dominion a puniſhment in the degree it was intended. But if Moſes 
« was a mere human lawgiver, it had been impertinent to have pro-. 
4 yided for this caſe ; becauſe, from his knowledge of the world, he 
« would have concluded, that ſuch foreign dominion muſt have been 
© the diſſolution of his republic; and, conſequently, attended with a 
en ſpeedy obliteration of its rites.” ] 


SECT. 


ON THE SABBATICAL YEAR. 39 


SECT. V. 


The obſervation of the Sabbatical year <vas the moſt poer- 
ful. remedy againſt a famine, compelling the heads of 
families always to lay by ſome corn. 


UT I think that nothing could be contrived | 

more wiſely than- Moſes's Sabbatic year, and more 
effectual to prevent a famine. If this ſeems incredible, 
recollect, I beg, other laws for corn, which appeared, 
at firſt view, in the opinion of moſt people, prejudicial, 
but proved in the end very ſalutary. Who but accuſes 
thoſe of being the cauſes of dearneſs and want, who 
ſell corn growing at home to foreigners abroad ? who 
but wiſhes, that this merchandize was reſtrained by 
legal penalties ? And yet this is the moſt effectudl pre- 
ventative of famine. For as the deinand for fale in- 
creaſes, the more corn will be proportionably raiſed ; 
and the ground will be cultivated, not only for what is 
barely neceſſary, but for confiderably more: but if we 
take away the liberty of exporting, the fields will be un- 
cultivated, and they will be made to produce not ſo 
much as they can, but what is ſuſſicient for every year. 
This Great Britain has always underſtood, whoſe domeſ- 
tic œconomy hath been the wiſeſt in Europe, even 
by propoſing a bounty, which might excite their ſub- 
jects to ſell great quantities of corn to foreigners. Of 
which indulgence Britain has received this advantage, 
that the fields are no where more diligently cultivated ; 
and in ninety years that iſland has been fo happy as to 
feel Ia] but once an ill-fated harveſt, and then not by 


ſd] In the year 1756, 


the 
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the ſcarcity of corn, but by the combination of venders, 
Which is the more wonderful, as ſo much corn is there 
conſumed in beer, and in low wines and ſpirits, 


As therefore in this caſe things were beneficial, 


which were thought detrimental, not only by the vulgar, 
but even by the more experienced merchant ; ſo neither 
would I be thought to hope too much, if from the 
ſtated reſt of all the fields I ſhould expect perpetual 
abundance of corn. 

Do but confider what not only merchants and great 
lords, but all huſbandmen and fathers of families, would 
do, if they knew that every ſeventh year there would be 
no harveſt. The very ſame that corn-merchants now 
do for the hope of public want and their on gain, 
branded by the Germans with the odious name of Jews, 
and by the Lawyers Trojans. Shew them a future 


want of corn, and that certain; you will ſee them 


collect great heaps beforehand, to lay up for their 
future neceſſity and advantage. For the deſire of gain 
will make thoſe, who can ſave and lay by a part of 
their yearly income, chuſe rather to be rich in corn 
than in gold and ſilver, eſpecially in that ſtate, where, 
uſury being forbidden, money 1s uſeleſs and barren. 
For they will be certain, in that year wherein there is 
neither plowing nor harveſt, corn will be much dearer, 
becauſe all maſters of families will not be frugal and 
prudent ; whence it will follow, that corn kept from 
the firſt year till the ſeventh brings great intereſt, which 
by the Moſaical law it was not lawful to exact of 
brethren. | | 
From this hope of gain, or fear of want, if all fa- 


thers of families, who took care, and were not very in- 
digent, 
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digent, laid by a part of the produce for the neceſſities 
of the ſeventh year, it could ſcaree ever. happen that 
Palzſtine, with ſo many barns full, ſhould labour with 
famine. And this caution was uſed, leſt the Ifraelites, 
when any harveſt did not anſwer their neceflities and 
wiſhes, ſhould be obliged to buy again of the Syrians that 
very corn at a double or triple price, which they had be- 
fore ſold them at a much lower rate: a circumſtance 
that was often likely to happen, unleſs Moſes had com- 
pelled his countrymen never to have their barns empty, 
and the immoderate lovers of gold and filver to ſell to 
the Tyrian merchants whatever the fields brought. 
forth more than was ſufficient for conſumption. | 

The exceeding plenty of the ſixth year promiſed by 
Moſes, we have no reaſon to ſear ſhould make the 
Itracſites remiſs in collecting the fruits of the ſeventh; 
for of :hiit they were uncertain, as it depended on the 
annexed condition of obedience and piety : nor is that 
faith in the promiſes of God to ſuſpicious and timid 
mortals, ſo ſtrong that they ſhould give up their care of 
much of their future time to God alone, and prevent a 
famine in the very year that wanted a harveſt. 


SECT, VI. 
This preventative of famine is more effetual than regal 


granaries. 


UT, that the utility and wiſdom of this law may 
appear more fully, let us inquire by what art or 


means moſt parts of Europe, many of them very ſterile, 
have for ſo many years remained free from the ex- 
| . tremes 
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tremes of famine, though the ſcarcity of proviſion was 
ſometimes grievous. 

I am aware indeed that the maſters of civil prudence 
preſcribe to their kings, that, at the time of plenty and 
apprehenſive of famine, they ſhould, according to the 
example of Joſeph and Pharaoh, fill their granaries, as a 
proviſion for future ſcarcity. Wiſely they did indeed; but 
I much fear that the granaries of the moſt potent king 
would not ſuffice for the great ſterility of one year, if 
it ſhould happen to extend to all parts and provinces, 
and, like an army of locuſts, depopulate the whole king- 
dom. For what king is ſo opulentas to be able to buy 
a whole year's proviſions for all his citizens ; and ſtore it 
up long before there are buyers to demand it? He 
would be almoſt too rich, and we ſhould fay too power- 
ful, for the liberty of the citizens, who has ſo much 
gold and filver as to buy and lay up in his granaries 
as much corn as will be ſufficient for the ſupport of 
his whole kingdom for a year. 
| To illuſtrate this point, let us take for inſtance the 

king of France; and let us allow, what they ſay is true, 
that he has 22,000,000 ſouls ſubject to his empire. Let 
us divide theſe into quaternions, conſiſting each of one 
man, an adult woman, and two children ; then we 
ſhall have 5, 500,000 quaternions. The corn, that 
will be ſufficient for every quaternion a year, I can 
ſcarce eſteem at leſs than fifteen” Imperial, or ſixty 
Gallic Pounds; therefore 3 30,000,000 pounds the king 
of France will need, if he buy corn enough for all the 


people for one year. 
| | Our 


/ 
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Our age has not been ſo much amazed at any king's 
granaries as thoſe of Frederic the Great, who bought 
ſuch quantities of proviſions in Poland, that at the begin- 
ning of the war that very thing was, to the admiration 
of all Europe, a fafety to him; as the Ruſſian army 
could make no journey through that fertile realm of 
Poland for want of corn. And yet Siſnilchius [e], an 
ample witneſs of what relates to the king of Pruſſia, 
tells us, that all the granaries of that king had never 
ſuch ſtores, as to ſupply the neceſſities of one year, 
if there had been great ſterility in all parts of the king- 
dom the ſame year. Which I verily believe. For if, as L 
am very well aſſured, there were before this war 4,700,000 
ſouls in the provinces of Pruſſia, who muſt be ſup- 
plied with corn, not only for food as in France, but 
alſo for drink, then 20, ooo, ooo Imperial, that is, 
60,000,000 Gallic Pounds would ſcarce ſuffice for the 
granaries to ſupply one year's calamity. The king 
who could carry on ſuch a war might perhaps, before it 
began, ſupply theſe expences. But how few kings fo far 
abound in wealth ! 

But what exceeds the power of kings, will not be 
difficult for all the citizens, if they will eſtimate their 
riches by the plenty of corn, rather than by gold and 
filver; and the private repoſitories of fathers of families 
will more effectually prevent famine, than the granaries 
of kings. For few are ſo poor, that they cannot in 
| theſe repoſitories have what is neceſſary for one or 

two years, if plenty of corn were more prized than 


[e] The Divine Conſtitution in the Changes of the Human 
Race, tom, i, & 191, p. 360. 
G 2 riches 


. 
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riches and all other proviſion; and it is both as ſplendid 
and lucrative to place the greateſt part of their riches in 
their barns, But if perſons 4 low condition and re- 
duced to beggary, or bad huſbands who live but from 
day to day, cannot or will not make this proviſion, the 
of the rich will, with great advantage to 
themſelves, ſuffice for thouſands, 

An inconvenience in royal granaries is, that the in- 
tereſt of the money is loſt, and the principal expended 

and this great ſtore becomes prejudicial either to the 
lord or the ſtate. For, in the firſt place, the whole in- 
tereſt of the money, a large ſum, which is laid out in 
corn, is loſt to the owner: but that I will bring to no 
account. 2dly, Within ten, or even feven years, in 
ſpite of all endeavours to the contrary, a fifth part of 
the corn, and more perhaps, will fall to the ſhare of mice 
and vermine, and to a perpetual decay [F J. Beſides, 
granaries are to be built and kept in repair at great 
expence ; and they that keep and take care of the 
corn are to be ſupported with great wages, Who, if they 
keep away immoderate thieves, yet modeſtly ſteal it 
themſelves. Theſe are ſuch lotles, that a king of a 
great people may maintain a full army with thoſe ex- 
pences alone, Which are to be laid out upon granaries 
to ſupply a whole people; and yet 1 . hitherto 
ſpoken only of moderate loſſes : there are much greater 


[Ff] © Treatiſe on the Preſervation of Corn, in the Proceedings 
of the Society for the Improvement of Natural Knowledge at 
Zurich.” Not having this Book by me, I cannot refer to the 
Page; I have cited from the Brunſwick Ephemerides, 1762, 


P- 35. 


0 
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to be apprehended from theft and negligence, if it were 
not for a multitude of gibbets ſet up by way of terror. 
But theſe loſſes a houſholder will eſcape, that lays by 
a little corn for the ſeventh year. For private pro- 
perty is much better guarded than public : nor are any 
wages to be paid, becauſe they are not taken care of by 
hie lings, but Tho the owners as opportunity ſerves, All 
thefts indeed cannot be prevented, nor the conſumption 
by mice, worms, or nature; but theſe, being fewer, will 
be eaſily compenſated by the value of the ſeventh year's 
favings. In a prince, it would be invidious, though 
he ould act with juſtneſs; and he will not avoid the 
hatred of his ſubjects, if he ſhall ſell corn to the poor 
for more than he gave for it, in balance for the loſs 
of ſo many years, intereſt, and expences. He has 
juſtice indeed and equity on his fide; but the belly 
has no ears, which 1s uſed to complain with bitterneſs, 
that the king, in their opinion, is a gainer by the public 
calamity, But it can raiſe no envy, if the greater part 
of the citizens ſhall fell for moderate profit, their loſſes 
conſidered, the provifion which prudence has faved, 
In gain it raiſes the greateſt envy, that it is the pro- 
perty of one man, and him the father of his country, 
whom all think he ſhould feed as his children, many 
indeed fooliſhly, but ſtill they think fo, ignorant that he 


NY of his own, but what the people gave 


SECT, 
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SECT. VIL 


By the help of theſe Trojan farmers, who are the moſt uſe- 
| citizens, Germany is for the moft part ſafe from fas 
mine, But the jraelitic flate might be without hn, 

every houſeholder could lay ap promiſion. 


UT, as I ſaid before, We the maſters of the 
civil philoſophy preſcribe, it would ſeem hard 
with moſt people, if they had nothing to oppoſe to the 
ſterility and the calamities of the country but theſe 
public granaries. That we can laugh at famine in our 
country of Germany, is owing to a ſet of men, hated 
indeed by all, but the moſt beneficial to all, known by 
the name of the Jewiſh farmers : who, in the time of 
plenty, buy up great quantities of corn at a low price, 
in hope of ſterility and a great advance; nor do they 
fell it all out again at a moderate profit, when it begins 
to come dear; but, expecting a better market, lay up 
in barns againſt an increaſing calamity, ſo much as is 
not to be exhauſted by two years ſterility of harveſt, 
nor by war, or rural deſolation. It is incredible to 
ſay what we have ſeen within theſe two years, and 
what we have been taught by our enemies, who ad- 
mired our riches and the felicity of our lands. An 
inexhauſtible quantity of corn lay in theſe people's 
rines in this corner of Lower Saxony, from whence 
the citizens uſed to complain more was yearly carried 
to Bremen than ought to be, whoſe voice I always ad- 
mired, whoſe prudence I never ſuſpected. 
This kind of merchants keep off famine from us, 


not indeed from good-will, but howeyer keep it off, 
as 
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as their avarice and thirſt of gain turn out to the 
public emolument. Take this away, or reſtrain it by 
an efficacious law within the bounds of a juſt and law- 
ful profit, we ſhall ſtarve in a few years, and ſuffer for 
our ignorance. For what if, when the Trojans have 
been compelled to ſell their corn, the following year 
ſhould bring on a new calamity, which happens often 
in war, and in the devaſtation of locuſts? We ſhall want 
the neceſſaries of life, which avarice would be the oc- 
caſion of preſerving to our laſt and moſt deſtructive time. 
The conſequence will be, that they will leave off this 
kind of merchandize, dangerous, and often detrimental, 
which only the hope of great gain had excited: there- 
fore, in time of plenty, when the harveſt ſupplies enough 
for our neceſſities, either our corn will be carried to 
foreigners, or will be ſunk in low wines or ſpirits ; or, if 
buyers are wanting, ſo much only will be ſowed, while 

the price is lefſened, as will be ſufficient for every year. 
I am defending an odious fort of men, but profitable 
for the public, and ſuch as, I believe, ſhould not be ex- 
tirpated, or too much reſtrained by the force of law, 
though I do not commend their principles of morality. 
He muſt needs be an ill man, and ſtupid to all ſenſe 
of virtue and honeſty, who can bear the public envy of 
all through a thirſt of gain, and be traduced for an 
unjuſt and cruel defrauder of the miſerable, or any 
thing elſe that can be termed baſer. And yet, if we had 
no ſuch citizens, we ſhould eſteem it a great benefit 
that foreign merchants would do what we condemn in 
ours, and that they would fell the fruits cultivated in 
our fields, which found no buyers in the country, even 
at 
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Xt" much greater pteſit, when we laboured under the 
calamities of hunger. 

Vet this kind of men I could wiſh the ſtare might be 
ſafe without. For they oppreſs the poor, and reduce 
many to want; the price of proviſion they raiſe ſo 
high, that manufactories cannot flouriſh; and while 
it deprives the ſtate of many middling citizens, it Ten- 
ders a few extraordinarily wealthy. But I do not ſee 
dow we can ſpare them without danger of famine, 
unleſs houſeholders and countrymen lay by in repo- 
| tories the remedies againſt future ſterilities. This un- 
doubredly is the more to be wiſhed : for the reme- 
dies againſt famine, if they are in the power of many, 
will be fold with profit (and who would grudge it?) but 
_ yet with a moderate one; and the multitude of ſellers _ 
will obſttu& thoſe great prices which uſe to be ex- 
ated by the combination of a few. Beſides, the gain 
will de leſs invidious, becauſe it is divided among 
many; and as many will grow moderately rich by 
frugality, to the emolument of the ſtate, ſo the ſloth- 
ful only will ſuffer for their ſupineneſs: laſtly, all fa- 
thers of families can lay up more corn in their barns, 
than a few dealers can in their granaries. 

This kind of republic Moſes appointed by his laws, 
in which every frugal father of a family might pro- 
vide againſt future ſterility, whilſt he thought he was 
otily providing againſt a Sabbatic year ; and which might 
well ſupply the place of the granaries of kings and hated 
Trojans. Nor would a legiſlator have profited any 
thing, if he had ordered a certain portion of the harveſt 

b) to 
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to be laid up in barns by the fathers of families. It 
is an odious ching to be compelled; and moſt men are 
apt to run into what is forbidden. And neceſſity 
would give this paſſion a keener edge, when all 
knew that in the ſeventh year there could be no 
harveſt. 

Something of this ſort perhaps we might obſerve to 
take place in other republics; but it was likelier to be 
more effectual in that of Moſes, in which it was not 
lawful to take uſury. It the ſame reſt was common 
with us in all the lands, yet the hope of receiving in- 
tereſt would tempt many to ſell corn, and rather to lay 
up riches in metal than proviſion. 


Other advaiitages of the latu. 


FH ERE were perhaps other advantages in this 

law, by which Mules ſeems to provide for wild 
beaſts, tor flocks, aad ſervants. In the cultivated coun- 
try of Palzitine, famous for its multitude of inhabi- 
tants, there would toon be no hunting, or rarely any, 
unleſs the reſt allowed to the land, when it was not 
lawful to drive out thoſe wild beaſts, ſhould invite new 
colonies of them from Arabia, and the neighbour- 
ing mountains, For that wild beaſts come into thoſe 
places which abound with paſture, we have no need to 
be told by experienced hunters, with whom it is a 
common obſervation, 


Flocks. 
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Flocks, feeding in other years quite through Arabia 
as far as the Euphrates, in the Sabbatic receſs freely 
wandered over all Palzſtine, being now the fame as it 
was under the Nomades, whoſe dung and urine gave 
freſh vigour to the fields. For to manure them with 
compoſt, as is cuſtomary with us, is not the caſe of 
thoſe lands where the want of wood makes them 
burn cow-dung, and ſometimes human [g]. 

The Hebrew ſervant, admitted to freedom 'on the 
ſeventh year, was not to be diſmiſſed without a preſent 
of corn, wine, and ſheep [4], whereby he was able to 
lay the foundation of a new family, fince he might 
eat of what grew of its own accord, and might feed 
his ſheep, the hope of a future flock, where he pleaſed. 
Thoſe whom want had brought down to poverty, the 
Sabbatical year thus reſtored to the republic, citizens, 
and fathers of families. 

Whether there was any thing like this law among the 
Egyptians, who are noted for the ancient care of pro- 
viſion and granaries of the Pharaohs; or whether 
| Moſes meant hereby to 1initate the cuſtom of the 

Nomades, I cannot determine. 


, SECT. IX. 
The latu was negletted by the Iſraelites. 


1 HAVE only chis to add: that the moſt wiſe and 
- advantageous law, by the avarice of the Iſraelites, 


[e] In the time of Ezekiel it was no new thing, to bake bread 
with fewel of cow-dung ; he only prays it might not be with 
man's dung, Ezek. iv. 12—15. 

Le] Deut. xv. 13, 14. 

i ſunk 


A 
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ſunk into diſuſe. This indeed Moſes ſeems to have 
feared when he firſt made it [i]: nor was his fear vain, 
as the event proved. For in all the hiſtory of the 
Kings of Iſrael, which is written much more copiouſly 
than that of the Judges, there is no mention of the 
Sabbatical year, or, that which was connected with it, 
the year of Jubilee [+]; which yet, I think, would ſome- 
times happen, if every ſeventh year the tields had their 
Sabbaths : and every fiftieth year, the lands which were 
fold, returned to their former owners, by new con- 
veyances. For theſe things are fo remarkable, that they 
muſt neceflarily occaſion ſome diſputes, or for ſome 
other reaſon be worthy of an hiſtorian's notice, And 
vet we find nothing related of them, but this alone, that 
they were neglected. Naboth, becauſe he would not 
part with his vineyard to the king, ſutfered the worſt of 
puniſhments: and to fell it was forbidden by the 
law concerning the Jubilee year. Ifaiah grievouſly 
accuſes the rich, that they laid houſe to houſe, and field 
zo field, and forced the citizens of inferior degree out 
of their country [I]; which could not have been 
done, if the land returned to the firſt proprietor 
every fiftieth year. To ſet Hebrew ſervants free 
became ſo little cuſtomary, that when, under Zede- 
kiah, they were called to arms in the kingdom's diſ- 


[i] Lev. xxvi. 35. | 

Il Whether it was connected with the Sabbatical year, or 
was reckoned into the forty-ninth, will be diſcuſſed in the follow- - 
ing Diſſertation, ] | 

[/] II. v. 8. 
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treſs, and their lords, by the perſuaſion of the king, 
had ſet them free; yet, after a few days, unmindtul 
of the oath they had given, the lords reclaimed them, 
and compelled them to ſerve again, Jerem. XXxiv. 8. 
ſeqq. Nor have I found, in all the monuments of 
that time, any thing which can ſhew there was any force 
in, or reſpect paid to, that law, except Iſaiah Ix1, 
1, 2, ſhould allude to the year of Jubilee; though 
we may allude to cuſtoms laid aſide and antiquated. 
But I think I have light upon ſome traces of the 
time when the law began to grow out of uſe. Which 
before I enter upon, I muit ſay ſomewhat of thoſe 
words en], which we tranſlate, ze land /hall enjoy her Sab- 
baths, Now he that annexed the points ſeems to have 
been miſtaken ; and that YM and i is not to 


be underſſood in Kal, but in Pihel or II, — In this 
ſenſe Saadias has expounded it, he land, hall repay her 
Sabbaths, i. e, ſhall reſt fo mauy years as it formerly 
ſubmitted to the plow / againſt all right and juſtice. 


wel 
For with the Arabians, 5, is 10 appeaſe à cre» 


ditor, to repay him a debt; and with the Talmudiſts 
Nis 4 pay money. Thus then I explain thoſe 
words of Moſes, Levit. xxvi. 33, 34. Your land ſhall be 
deſolate, and your cities cuaſte. Then ſhall the land repay 
her Sabbaths, as long as it lieth deſolate, aud ye be in the 
land of your enemies. Then ſhall the land reſt, and re- 
pay her Sabbaths (JI N, I would have obſerved, is 


[17] Levit. xxvi, 34+ 2 Chron, xxxvi, 21, 
"pr here 
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here undoubtedly in the conjugation Hiphil), as long” 
as it lieth dejolate, it ſhall reſt, becauſe it did not Ls in your 
Salben, cohen ye druelt upon it. 

In this place then the author of the "ry of Chroni- 
cles [x] ſeems to have found the number of years of the 
Babyloniſh captivity : for though he cites Jeremiah, 
who had foretold that the Jews would undergo a LXX 
years captivity; yet theſe words, till it repays its 
Sabbaths, are not the words of Jeremiah, but of Moſes, 
from which the author of Chronicles makes the ſame 
number of years which Jeremiah had more fully de- 
clared. Till the word of the Lord be fulfilled by the 

prophet Jeremiah, and the land ſhall have repaid her Sab- 
_ all the days that ſhe lay deſolate, ſhe reſted threeſcore 
and ten years, The hiſtorian then takes for granted, 
which was well known in his time, that LXX Sab- 
batical years were neglected by the Iiraelites, which 
took up CCCCXC years, or rather, computing the 
Jubilee years, which ſucceeded every ſeventh Sabba- 
tical year, it might be five hundred years. The be- 
ginningof the Babyloniſh cuptivity was, when Jehoiakim 
was carried away captive; from whence, not from the 
deſtruction of the city, the ſeventy years are to be num- 
bered. If you count back from that captivity, and 
number five ages, you will come to the time, near Saul's 
reign, when the Iſraelites, weary of the law, and 
paying ſmall obedience to Samuel, the , of the fields 
ſeems to have been neglected : ſo great was the power 
of obſtinacy and cuſtom, that the ancient majeſty and 


L=] 2 Chr, xxxvi. 21, 5 
3 veneration 
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veneration of this abrogated law never revived under 

After the end of the Babyloniſh captivity, the 
| honour and religion, no doubt, of the Sabbatical 
years returned, as we learn from Joſephus, Antiq. xi. 
c. xi. 8. But theſe things are well known, and un- 
worthy of repetition before you. 


CRITICAL 
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CRITICAL REMARKS 
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An anonymous . — by Mr. 
Masson, in Hiſtoire Critique de la Re- 
public des Lettres, tom. v. 1714. 


Shewing that the Year of Jubilee was every Lg” 
ninth Year, being included in the Seventh Sa 
batical Lear; and that it probably began in 
the Time of SELEUCAs Nre rox. 

. 


[a] SECT. I. 


WILL add, Sir, wy doubts, though ſomewhat 
diffuſed, at what time of the year we fix the creation 


of the world, and principally on the Sabbatical and Na- 
tural years of the Jews. 


- Mr. Martin, in his Notes on Chap. i. 5, of Geneſis, 
ſaies, that the time was probably that of Autumn, in which 
' by the moſt ancient uſage they began the year, in memory of 
the commencement of the world at the ſame ſeaſon. It is 
indeed the ſentiment of Scaliger, of Father Petavius, 


[[a] The Firſt Section of theſe Remarks, being an Enquiry into 


the Time of the Year in which the World was created, is here 
omitted, ] 


and 
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and of almoſt all our learned, which 1s ſupported by 
the authority of "Joſephus [5]; and bf moſt of tlio 
Rabies, and ſeconded by this reaſon, that the time of 
God's creating the world, was that when the trees were 
loaded with fruit, and confequently the ſeaſon of Au- 
tumn. | 

In the Journal des Scavans, there is an extract from 
a work of a Father of the Oratory e], where it is 
proved that the Jews began their civil year, not in the 
month of March, but in the month of September ; be- 
cauſe, if the Jews ceaſed to cultivate the land during 
the Sabbatical year, ſuppoſing that they began to ceaſe 
in the month of March, they would have two years 
without any harveſt; for they would be obliged to 
leave upon the land the corn which they had ſowed in 
the preceding September ; and, not having ſown in the 
month of September of the Sabbatical year, they would 
not have been able to gather in corn the Auguſt fol- 
lowing. 

But, Sir, I find the Caraite Jews are here of a dis 
ferent ſentiment from the Jewiſh Rabbies ; ; they pre- 
tend that the time of the creation was in the ring, 
and maintain, that the diſtinction of the Civil year 
from the Sacred is only a ſpeculation” of the Rabies, 
which has no foundation in Scripture, Even the au- 
thors of the Gemara fix the creation at the month of 
Niſan, as we may fee in divers places of the Hiftory of 
the Jews, by Mr. Baſnage. It is likewiſe the opinion 


[5] L. i. c. 3. Antiq. And yet he ſaies, I. iii. 10, that Niſen 
is the month in which the year begins. 
le] Tom. i. p. 126. 


of 
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of ſome Chronologiſts [4], which has been followed 
very lately by Father Bozjour [e]; according to which 
computation the world was finiſhed the 2 1ſt of April, 
and this opinion has not appeared deſtitute of reaſon, 
nor authority. 

For as J. Cappellus [F] obſerves, does it not appear 
more probable, that the world was created at the time 
when all nature is renewed, and deſtined for the 
generation and preſervation of all things, than in that 
ſeaſon when they begin to decay? It is true, at the 
creation of the world the trees were loaded with fruits, 
becauſe the firſt creatures were at once produced in 
their perfect ſtate ; but is it ſurprizing, that there were 
fruits in the garden of Eden, in a ſeaſon when they 
were to offer to God the firſt fruits of the earth in Fudea: 
which ſeaſon 1s called the time of harveſt, when Joſe- 
phus faies [g], that the fields were covered with corn 
which was now ripe? See Levit. xxiii. 5. Joſ. iii. 15. 
and 10, 11, 12. What is more, who will prefame to 
ſay, that the firſt fruits, produced immediately by the 
hand of God, and which was to be the principal 
nouriſnment of men in the ſtate of innocence, would 
not remain longer upon earth than thoſe that werg- 
raiſed ſlowly atterwards by the culture of men? The 
verdure and the flowers, which make the delight of the 
{pring, would not they raiſe with the fruits an agree- 


[d] See the learned Lang. de arnis Chriſti, I. i. c. 20. p. 133. 
and J. ii. c. 2. p. 245. Hichman. Chronol, S. I. i. par. ii. p. 55 

[e] Bil. Choifie, t. xv. p. 224, &c. 

[DJI] See his Obſery. on Gen. i. 14. 

Le! Anti. I. v. c. 1. §4. 


1 Ahle 
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able ſenſation in the garden of Eden? and is not this 
the reaſon which has induced the Rabbie Foſuah [ g], 
and thoſe that follow him, ro fix the creation in the 
ſpring [Y], becauſe then the earth is covered with 
verdure, and all its productions put forth, and form 
themſelves. Add to this, that in the eaſtern countries 
all the graſs of harveſt is near /pring, This is like- 


* wile the ſentiment of Euſebius, of St. Jerome, of St. 


Augrſtin, and of many others of the ancient doctors of 
the church. 

$ III. As for the proof taken from the Sabbatical year, 
it is certain, that the commencement of it 1s expreſsly 
marked after the harveſt of the th year, in theſe words 
of Exodus [i]. Six years thou ſhalt ſow thy land, and 
Halt gather in the fruits thereof, But the ſeventh year 
thou ſhal: let it reſt, and lie ſtill. Indeed in treating of 
the Reſt that the land was to have one year, it is certain 
that year muſt neceſſarily begin then when they began 


to labour; but no conſequence can be drawn for the 


[e] See J yranus on Gen. i. 22. and add the learned Sanſſus's 
notes on Acts ii. ver. 1. p. 47. 

[5] This thought, that the avorld was created in the ſpring, i is ſo 
Hatural, that it has been that of a great Poet, who had no other 
Jight but that of Nature; I mean the great Virgil, who thus 
expreſſes himſelf : | 

Non slios prima creſcentis origine mundi 
Illux iſſe dies, aliumve habuiſie tenorem 
Crediderim: V x illud erat: VER magnus agebat 
Orbis, et hybernis parc ebant flatibus Euri, &c. 
Gcorg. it. 336. ſeqq. On which ſee Turneb. Alverſar. 
I, xxi. c. 22, end Taubm. that tranſcribes him. 
L] C. xxiii. 10, 11. 


beginning 
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beginning of the natural year, nor for the beginning of 
the world, where there was no ſowing which preceded 
the harveſt, The beginning of the Sabbatieal year 
anſwers to that of the year of Jubilee, which ſhould be 
fixed, not at the commencement, but in the middle of 
the natural year, It is ſaid, that Jeven weeks of years 
ſhould be reckoned, which make forty-nine years ; and that 
on the tenth day of the ſeventh month the trumpet ſhould be 
ſounded, aud they ſhould celebrate the Hftieth year, Levit. 
xi. 9, 10, The beginning of the year of Jubilee then 
was not the fame with that of the natural year, ac- 
cording to the opinion of thoſe who begin the latter 
at the month of Tiſri; as they begin it, not at the tenth, 
but the „ day of the month. The year of Jubilee 
ought to be preciſely the ſeventh Sabbatical year, the 
laſt of the ſeven weeks'of years to be reckoned, and 
conſequently the forty-ninth, as Scaliger, Father Pe- 
tavius, Calviſius, Gerard, Spanheim; and not the fifti- 
eth, as pretended by Bonfrere, Cremtzhenius, Bil- 
cholzarus, [&] Corneille de la Pierre, and Willet [7], 
as well as Meſſ. Beker [u] and Jurieu [2], following 
Maimonides; for otherwiſe there would be two years of 
reſt, the one following the other, the Sabbatical year, and 
the year of Jubilee—Thus would the Jews have been 
ſtill more uneaſy than they are repreſented to be in the 
words of Leviticus, xxv- 20, «vhat hall xve eat (not, as it 
is rendered, the ſeventh year, if ave neither ſow nor gather 
in our increaſe) but, if «ve ſow not, and if we gather not the 

[+] Calvifius, Iſagog. Chron. c. xxv. p. 153. 

[1] Synopſis Criticor. 

[m] Hiſt. des Ouvrages des Savans, July 1708. n. 329. 

I] Hiſt, des Dogmes, par. ii. c. 22. p. 353. 

I 2 
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Feventh year [n]? for this queſtion has a reference to 
N the words of ver. 4, the ſeventh year thou ſhalt not ſor, 
| * &c. inſtead of which; the Ifraehtes ſhould have ſaid, 
| 


svhat ſhall we eat, if wve ſow not, and if we gather not, 
the ſeventh and eighth years ? And God would not have 
anſwered, you Hall ſocu the eighth year ; for they could 
not have ſowed after the Jubilee, till the ninth year; 


| CLI Mr. Whiſton gives us the following emendation of this 
and the ſubſequent verſes, which, according to this Author, is un- 
neceſſary : © This is not intelligible, as it now ſtands in all ows 
copies; how the reſt of ce year only ſhould diſtreſs them for 
« three! the reſt of the ſeventh year only diſtreſs them till the 
« zinth! Nor have the commentators any thing material to offer 
6e. as a ſolution of theſe difficulties, Accordingly Ainſworth and 
« Dr. Wall make no attempt towards any, ſolution at all, The. 
4 context and the nature of the things themſelves evidently re- 
4 quire, that it be ſupplied after the manner following: And if ye 
* Hall ſay (in the ordinary caſe of a ſabbatic year) what ſhall wwe 
c eat the ſeventh year F Behold, abe ſpall not ſow, nor gather in our 
& increaſe. Then I will command my bleſſing on you in the. fixtb 
« year, and the land ſhall: bring forth fruit for two years; and ye 
« ſball ſow the cighth year. But if ye ſhall ſay. (in the extraor- 
4c dinary caſe of a year of Jubilee) what ſhall wwe eat the eighth 
& year ? Behold wwe ſhall not ſow nor gather in our increaſe (neither 
on the ſeventh nor eighth year): Then I will command my 
4 bleſſing on you in the ſixth year,] and it ſhall bring forth fruit 
« for three years, and ye ſhall eat of old fruit until the ninth year; 
& until ber. fruits come in, ye ſhall eat of the old, And if we take 
« notice, that the Jews did not ſow in one year, and reap the pro- 
6 duct in another; did not ſow in the eighth year, and reap its 
product in the ninth year; but that the ſabbatic years and years 
& of Jubilee, as is well known, began in the autumn before ſeed- 
& time, and laſted till after harveſt; we ſhall be forced to allow. 
ce of this emendation.” —Whiſton's Joſephus, vol. iv. p. $24, 
525. Byo, Diſſertation en the Chronglogy of Foſephus.] 

I whence 
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whence it appears, that the years for which God 
promiſes to provide, ver. 21, are not comprehended 
in the two following years of reſt, as M. Jurieu con- 
| tends, p. 359; but that they were, 1. the preceding 
year of harveſt; 2. the Sabbatical year, with -which 
that of Jubilee correſponds ; and, 3. the year which 
followed, till the time of the enſuing harveſt, 

The authority of the Rabbies, which they bring in 
oppoſition to this, is of no great weigh as Mr. Juriew 
acknowledges [0] often in his work; ant it is ſo much 
the leſs here, becauſe he owns himſelf, that after the 
return from the captivity the Fews abolifhed it, We may 
even oppoſe to theſe modern Rabbies the Calendar 
of Rab. Adda, drawn up at the time of Conſtan- 
tine [p]. If the Jubilee was not obſerved in the ſeventh. 
year of the ſeventh week, the number sEVEN, which 
we ſhall ſee preſently was retained in the great ſolem- 
nities, would not have been obſerved, as Petavius re- 
marks [7]. Laſtly, it there were two years of reſt 
following one another, they would not have fown 
gathered-in fix years one after another aſter the Jubilee, 
from one Sabbatical year to another, as it is ordain- 
ed [y], or the order of the Sabbatical years would have 
been interrupted ; which is contrary'to the calculation 
of the Jews, in the firit book of Maccabees [e], and to 


ſo] P. 362. | 4 
Le] Calviſ. Iſagog, Chr. Xxv. p. 1553. 

[9] Doctrin. temp. I. ix. c. 27. 

[r] Lev. xxv. 2. 


[5] x Mac, vi, c. 20. 49. 


that 
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that of Joſephus [J. It is therefore certain, that the 
year of Jubilee was only the forty-ninth, reckoning 
trom the time when the Sabbatical year was fixed; 
however, it is called the fiſtieth in regard to the natural 
year, becauſe the fix laſt months entered into the 
fiftieth year. 

I know well that Mr. Martin reconciles this other- 
wiſe, in his note on Leviticus xxv. 5. where he ſaies 
that the year f ſubilee, which was the forty-ninth after 
the preceding Jubilee, is called the fiftieth, containing 
that of the preceding Jubilee, as is obſerved on Levit. 
Xxili. 16.; that though there were only forty- nine days 
in the ſeven. weeks, which were between the Sabbath of 
the Paſſover (when they brought a handful of corn to 
-grind), and the day following the ſeventh week (when 
they brought a cake), it is ſaid ye ſhall count fifly days, 
becauſe the day from whence they began to count 
was comprized in the reckoning. But it is not alike in 
both caſes ; ſince in the laſt paſſage it is expreſsly de- 
clared, that the fiftieth day was not comprized in the 
ſeventh week, and it is expreſsly ſaid, that the computation 
of y days muſt be underſtood even to the day after the 
ſeventh week, Thus that was not the laſt day of the 
ſeventh week, which made the fiſtieth; whereas ac- 
cording to Mr. Martin, as we have already proved, 
that is the laſt of the ſeventh week of Sabbatical years, 
which is called the fiftieth. | 

Further, as Mr. Juriew obſerves in the place ce, 
the Levitical law reckoned the firſt Jubilee from the 


L.] Antiq. xii. e. 14. and xiv, c. 28. 


time 
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time when the Iſraelites began to cultivate the land of 
Canaan ; which had not a Jubilee before it; thus they 
could not refer to a preceding Jubilee in this firſt 
computation : which has made Langius 2] and Wich- 
man [o] place the firſt Jubilee in the fiftieth year, 
from the time when the Iſraelites began to cultivate the 
land of Canaan, and the other Jubilees alſo in the 
fiftieth year, containing the Jubilee preceding. 

I add to all this, that he contradicts himſelf, when 
he ſaies that the Eccleſiaſtical year was that upon 
which they regulated all their folemnities ; and yet 
fixes the epoch of the ſolemnities of the Sabbatical 
year and the year of Jubilee by the civil year, and not 
by the ecclefiaſtical, 


$ IV. This diſtinction of the Civil and Eccleftraffical 
year does not ſeem in reality to agree with the Scrip- 
tures, in which the month Nifan is always called the 
firſt month, and never the ſeventh; and that of 7/1 is 
always called the ſeventh, and never the 7/7. It is 
likewiſe very certain, that moſt of the ſacred ceremo- 
nies of the Jews relate to the creation of the world; 
and that it is in this view that the number ne is 
always found in fo diſtinguiſhed = manner, notgonly 
in the celebration of the /everth day, but alto for the 
ſeven days, which the ſolemn teaits laſted ; in the ſeven 
weeks of the interval between the Paſſover and Pente- 
colt; in the ſolemnities of the feaſt of propitiations 


I] De ann. Chriſt. I. i. e. xi. p. 139» 
Lv] Chron, S. J. i. Par. i. P. 19. 
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for ſeven months; and the feaſt of Tabernkeles, 
which is called the ſolemn feaſt of ſever months, 
2 Chron. v. 3.; in that of the firſt day of the ſeventh 
month [x]; in the era of the Sabbatical year and of 
the Jubilee, which we have proved to be fixed to it; 
in the reckoning feven years to the Sabbatical year, 
and ſeven times ſeven years for that of the Jubilee. 
The ſame thing appears in the number of victims, 
offered in ſacrifice, Gen. xxi. 28. Numb. xxiti. 1, 
Job xlii. 8. 1 Chron. xv. 26. 2 Chron. xxix. 21.3 
in the ſprinkling, which they did for ſeven times [ y }. 
Add to this, the ſeven days preſcribed to the Unclean 
and to the Leprous after their purification, Numb. xix. 
11. 14. 16. and to the ſacrifices after their conſecra- 
tion [z]. This diſtinction of the number ſeven, ob- 
ſerved by the Iſraelites on all theſe occaſions and in 
many others [a], made Cenſorinus ſay, that in the 
reckoning of the days, the {(raclites were firongly attached 
to the number ſeven; and Philo, that Moſes had engraved 
the number ſ*ver on the hearts of his people, and of all their 
e2ferity. It paſſed from the Jews to the Heathens, 
who thought the number /evez was the number of 
perfiggion., Upon which we may conſult Clemens Alex- 
and;ins and Euſebius, who produce upon this ſubject 
ciiverie paſſages of Heſod, Homer, Linus, and Calli- 


[x] Lev, xxiii. 24. Numb. xxix. x, 
[ ] Numb. xix. 4. Lev. iv. 6. viii. 11. xiv. 7. 16. 51. 
Avi. 14. | 
[=] Lev. xiv, 7. 23. viii. 35. 
Le] 2 Kings iv. 35. v. 20. Joſ. vii. 4. 
| mac hu s. 
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machus, We know likewiſe that the Pythagoreans 
were attached ſtrongly to this number, and that they 
derived the word iz1z, which fignifies ſever, from 
ctrl and o:71z, which ſignify venerable and ſacred. 

I conclude from all this, that, ſince it appears by this 
diſtinction of the number ſeven, which is obſervable 
in almoſt all the ceremonies of the Jews in memory of 
the ſeven days of the creation, that it is to the creation 
of the world that moſt part of theſe ceremonies refer ; 
and fo there is no probability that God would give to 
the ecclefia/tical year (which was to regulate the divine 
worſhip and the ceremonies that were obſerved in it) 
any other epoch, but that of the creation of the world. 

They ſay, that this epoch of the eccleffaſtical year 
was fixed to the month of N:/an, in memory of the de- 
livery of the p2ople of God out of Egypt. But, if we 
attend to it, we muſt acknowledge that the deliverance 
of the people of God out of Egypt was only at the 
month of Nau, becauſe it was at the time of the crea- 
tion of the world. 

We take in a wrong ſenſe the words of Moſes [4], 
when we tranſlate, This month ſhal! be unto you the be- 
ginning of months : it ſhall be the firff month of the year 
unto you, The verb ſubſtantive is not expreſſed in the 
Hebrew, and it is wore natural to underſtand it (as 
in diverſe other [e] places) in the preſent tenſe, than the 
future, We need not go beyond this book, or even 
chapter, to find examples of it. We muſt. tranſlate 
then as the LXX do: this month 1s the beginning of 


[4] Exod. xii, 2. 
[e] See Exod, xxxi. 13, 14. 17. Lil. 27. 42. 
K 


months, 
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months, the firſt month af the year. Mr. Martin faies, in 
his note on theſe words, that this is to be undenſtood of 
the ecclefiaſtical year, upon which they regulated all the 
Peftival days and all the other divine ſervices ; for, he adds, 
evith reſpect to the Civil year, to which they had regard in 
all affairs purely political, that began among the Hebrecus, 
as well as among other people then, in the month of Septem- 
ber. But, beſides what I have obſerved, what likeli- 
hood 1s there that the Civil year was fo diſtinguiſhed 
from the Eccleſiaſtical in the republic of Iſrael, which 
was a facred republic, of which God himſelf was the 
Head and Sovereign; a ſtate where the Civil was 
mixt with the Eccleſiaſtical part, and where Religion 
made the principal diſtinction of the times? 

What is more, the month Niſan is called He Segin- 
ning and the firſf month of the year, not only where 
the divine ſervice [d] is concerned, but on every other 

occaſion where the ſacred worſhip is not concerned; 
thus the ſpring, when they went into the country, is 
called the eto of the year [e], or the return of the 
wear [V]; and it is from thence Bochart derives the 
original of the word N:/an, that it is formed from Pg 
es, vexillum, a ſtandard [g]; which is a little better 
founded than the explication which Monſ. Baſ- 


age [V] gives of the word JIN Eibanim, which is 


[d] Lev. xvi. 22. Numb. xxvill. 11. 
ſe] 2 Sam. xi. 1. 

[f] 1 Ki:gs xx. 22. 26. 

F[z] See Michaelis, above, p. 13. J 
[5] Hiſt. des Juifs, I. v. c. 10. 


the 
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the name of the month which anſwers to our September ; 
pretending, that the name which fignifies h ancients 
is given to this month, becauſe it is the ff of all the 
months. For this word ſignifies rather ſtrong, robiſt, 
as Buxtorf and Cocceius expound it; and according to 
ſome interpreters, this month 1s ſo called, becauſe we 
gather in it what renders men ffrong. It is called, not 
the fr/4, but the ſeventh month, in the place where 
it is called Ethanaim, 1 Kings viii. 2. 

$ V. But it is faid, does it not evidently appear, 
that Moſes appointed a new epoch, and a new way of 
counting the months, particularly for the Iſraelites, 
when he does not fimply ſay, this is the month, but it 7s 
to you the firſt month? Paulus Burgenſis [7] ſaies, that 
though there is here a new epoch eſtabliſhed among 
the Hebrews, it does not follow that there was an- 
other before fixed among them, ſince they counted not 
their months nor their years from a certain fixed 
epochs, but only by the lives of their Patriarch. Which 
Heidegger contradicts [4], who ſaies [I], at the end of the 
days & corn he made his offering, underſtanding after 


the Rabbies (as do Fagius and ſome others, whom Mr. 


Martin follows in his Notes) by the end of the days the 
end of the year. But it is much better tranſlated, as 
it is in our Verſion, in proceſs of time. For there is no 
appearance that he ſpeaks of the end of the year, 
ſince nothing precedes that has relation to any year. 


[:] In Lyran. addit, 1. 
[4] Hiſt. Patriarch, exer, e. xii. 


{/] Gen. iv. 3. | 
| K 2 Befides, 
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Beſides, Monſ. Gouſſet I] obſerves, that it would have 
been too late to offer the fruits of the earth in Septem- 
ber, becauſe, we ſee afterwards the law undoubtedly 
preſcribes the offering of the firſt fruits more than four 
months earlier. 

We might oppoſe to Paulus Burgenſis the com- 
putation which Moſes makes [n] of the ſecond month, 
the decreaſe of it from the ſeventeenth day of the ſeventh 
month, and the end on the firſt day of the firft month 
of the following year. Upon which we need not ſay, 
that the ſecond month, when the flood commenced, 
mould anſwer to our autumn; becauſe then the rains 
are moſt frequent. But why ſhall we not rather ſay, 
with Father Hardouin, Chronol. Vet. Teſt. p. 518. 
that becauſe God, willing the better to make them 
comprehend that it was his work, made it rain out of 
courſe in ſpring? Moſes makes it underſtood that the 
flood was altogether miraculous, when he ſaies [o], 
the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the 
avindows of heaven were opened? And yet we may ob- 
ſerve by the bye, this remark of Father Hardouin does 
agree very well with what he advances, viz. that it had 
never rained before the flood : for had this been the 
caſe, the flood muſt have been aut of courſe when- 
ſoever it was, 

But at bottom, Father Hardouin agrees here with 
the learned [p] James Scheuchzerus, the famous Pro- 


In] Com. L. Ebr. p. 314. K. 
[] Gen. vii, 11. viii. 4, 5. 13. 
Le] Gen. vii. 11, 12. 


[2] Herbar. Diluv. in the Act. Ligſ. Oct. 17 10. p. 451. 
feſſor 


* 


feſſor at Zurich, who, computing the time of the flood, 


ſaies, that Noah continued in the Ark about a year after 
the month of May, even to the ſame month of the following 
year. Langius [q] has confirmed this ſentiment by the 
archives of the Chaldeans, which Beroſus, and after 
him Abydenus and Pelyhiſtor, have produced. Indeed 
it is the conſtant ſtyle of Moſes, to call Nau always 
the iet month, and that which follows it the /econd. 
Thus dryneſs of the earth, upon the firſt day of the 
firſt month, which opened a way for the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of a new world, anſwers to the time of the crea- 
tion of the firſt. It 1s that likewiſe which anſwers to 
the. Iſraelites going out of Egypt, and, as Langius 
proves Ii], their entering into the land of Canaan ; 
which appears evidently by Joſhua, v. 10, 11; God 
having thus affigned the fame time for theſe great 
events, that they might have them all together betore 
their eyes in all the worſhip which was preſcribed to 
them. It is alſo in this view that he mentions in the 
Decalogue, the deliverance from Egypt, and the crea- 
tion of the world. It is then apparently for this rea- 
ſon, that Moſes expreſſes himſelf in thele terms, this 
month is the beginning of months. 

It is obſervable, that the Author [5] of the firſt book 
of Maccabees, reckoning according to the manner of 
the Jews, commences the year with the month N7/an, 


[9] De ann. Chriſti, l. ii. e. 2. p. 246. 

[r] De ann. Chriſti, I. i. c. 11. p. 141. Wichman. Chron. S. 
1. i. par. ii. p. 57. 

[s] Ubbo Emmius rer. Chron. 1. i. p. 18. Nouv. de la rep. des 


Lett. t. i. P» 36, See I Mac, ix. 3 et 54 
when 
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when he puts the death of Alcimus at the ſecond month 
of the year 1 53, of the era of the Selencide. 

$ VI. The Perfians tollow the ſame calculation; 
fince, according to Olearius [], they celebrate the firſt 
day of the year, which they call Nearzs, the tenth of 
March, O. S. waich is the 21ſt, when the ſun enters 
into the ſign of the Ram, and the Spring Equinox 
begins. 

The Armenians celebrate it at the ſame time [x], as 
alſo the ſubjects of the Great Mogul in the city of 
Agra; and the Chineſe [au], who begin their year with 
the New Moon of March. The Arabiaus and Da- 
maſcenians began likewiſe the year with the Spring 
Equinox. The Romans did the ſame before Numa. 
The fame did the ancient Chaldeans and Aſſyrians, by 
the teſtimony of Simplicizes [x]. 

As for the Egyptians, if they began the year at the 
Autumnal Equinox, it was not from ancient tradition, 
nor with reſpect to the creation of the world, but with 
regard to the overflowing of the Nile, which was al- 
ways in Autumm y]. A late Author pretends, that 
anciently the Egyptian ycar conſiſted only of three 


[e] Hiſt, de Meſc. and of the Perſßans, par. i. I. iv. p. 400. and 
I. xv. p. 606. See Seld. Uxor, Hebr. I. ii. c. 22. 

I] Ibid. t. ii. I. vi. p. 56, 

[ww] Maffee, Hift. des Indes, 1. vi. p. 264. and Voyage des Indes 
of Mandeſlo, I. i. p. 177. and l. ii. p. 490. Rigault, Rel. de la 
Chin. c. vii. 

{x] Phyſic. Ariſſot. Ubbo Emmins, rer. Chron. I. i. p. 9. et 16. 

[y] Lang. de ann Chriſti, I. i. c. 16. p. 222. and l. ii. c. 2. 
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months; 
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months; which he proves by Plutarch, Diodorus Si- 
culus, and Cenſorinus x], adding, what Herodotus faies, 
that the Egyptians had not divided their year into 
x11 months, till the time of Daniel, when Egypt be- 
came ſubject to Nebucodonoſor in the year of the world 
3450; above twenty years before Herodotus [a]. | 

$ VII. But we muſt anſwer the only and great ar- 
gument, which Father Petavius faies determined him 
to fix the Civil year of the Jews in autumn; which is, 
becauſe the feaſt of ingathering, which uſes to be 
celebrated in the month cf 7% [I], is preſcribed at 
the end of the year [J. I anſwer in the firſt place, 
that if 7½ i is the firſt month in the year, we cannot 
fay, that a feaſt which was celebrated after the fifteenth, 
even to the twenty-ſecond of that month, was ſolem- 
nized at the end of the year. 

It is what Mr. Martin has well thought, becauſe he 
has tranflated the firſt place in our Verſion, after the 
end of the year. But this a/er is of his imagination, 
and not in the original; fo he has not put it in the 
ſecond paſſage. He cites three paſſages #4] to prove, 
that the firſt prepotiton (A Beth) ſometimes ſignifies 
after. But, in the firſt place; when this prepoſition 
occurs in this ſenſe, it is determined to it, by the terms 


[z] See likewiſe Pliny, I. vii. c. 48. 8. 3 de Civit. 
Dei, I. xii. c. 10. 

[a] See the Nouvelle de Ia Rep. des Lettr. March 170g. p. 328. 

[5] Lev. xxiit. 39. 

le] Exod, xxiii. 16, xxxiv. 22. 

[4] Exod, ii. 23. Numb. xxviii. 26, Amos ix. 11, 
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which are joined with it, or by the thing it treats of; 
whereas here what precedes and what follows, as alſo 
the manner in which the time of the ſolemnity is 
elſewhere announced, determines it to the more ordi- 
nary ſignification. In the /econd place, when this pre- 
polition is taken for after, it marks an event which 
touches and which immediately follows the time 
vou were ſpeaking of; which is not the caſe here, 
where there was a ſpace pf /ftcen days between the end 
of the year, and the feaſt we are now upon. Laſtly, 
does uſe permit us to mark the time of a ceremony 
fixed to the fifteenth day of the year, to ſay that it is 
after the end of the year? Would it not be more na- 
tural to ſay, towards the beginning, or, in the firj month 
of the year ? 

What then will theſe Hebrew expreflions mean, 
FIWT DNV beifecth baſcharab, NIWT H 
Tekouphatt haſchanah ? They ſignity, according to Mr. 
Gouſſet [e], the beginning of the decline of the year; 
the time when the ſun, having turned round near us, 
after the Spring Equinox, begins to depart trom us to 
approach the other hemiſphere. An expreſſion very 
agreeable to the people who commence the year at 
the Spring Equinox, when the ſun begins to go further 
from the oppoſite hemiſphere, to come nearer to them. 
Thus we ſee the going forth and the courſe of the ſun 
expreſſed in the two terms here employed. We may 
ſay with Mr. Nichman, that this expreſſion Tekouphath 
Zaſchanal, as alſo that of Teſchounath haſchanah are 


[e] Comm. L. Ebr, p. 328. C. and 740, 
2 equally 


| Equally applied to the two Equinoxes; becauſe the ſun 
paſſes from one hemiſphere to the other [, ]. 
Whence comes it then, they will ſay, that Nenne 
and the Chaldee Paraphraſt affirm ſo poſitively, chat 
Moſes, in eſtabliſhing the month of Niſan, the epoch 
of the year for ſacred ceremonies, does not appoint any 


change for that which concerns the civil affairs? We 


may anſwer that theſe authors ſpeak in this manner, 
becauſe they found in their time the uſage eſtabliſhed 
to begin the year in Autumn for affairs purely civil ; 
which was introduced at the time of Seleveus Michtor, 
one of the Succeſſors of Alexander, who, being maſter 
of all Afia, ordered the people who were ſubje& to 
him, to follow the Macedonian era, afterwards called 
the era of Selencide, which began the year at the 
Equinox of Autumn ſg]; to which the Jews were 
obliged to ſubmit in their civil affairs, though they al- 
ways retained theit ancient epoch in regard to cheir 
Gcred ceremonies. 

It is this ancient epoch, which is followed by the 
author of the firſt book of Maccabees ; whereas that 
of the ſecond book follows the new [5]. It is that 
Fhich makes Joſephus and the other Jewiſh doctors 
believe through ignorance, or would make believe 
through vanity, that this uſage was eſtabliſhed among 


J] See Chron. S. I. i. par. ii. p. $7. 6 I, 2 Chron, 
XXii. 43. and xxxvi. 10. 


[z] Ubbo Emmius, rer. Chron. 1. i. p- 18. and 24. Lang. de 
annis Chriſti, c. xvii. p. 312. Calviſ. Iſagog, Chr. c. ix. p. 90. 
and c. xii. p. 10g. | 

[b] Calviſ. ibid. c. xxvi, p. 156. 
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them from the time of Moſes, in the ſame manner that 
they, give to this legiſlator ſeveral cuſtoms which were 
not invented till long after him. We !ſee in Sethus - 
Calviffus [i], with regard to the Arabians and the 
Aſtronomers, a conjecture very near that which we 
-propoſe concerning Joſephus and the Jewiſh doctors. 
We may add to this conjecture, that of Viebman [A], 
namely, that the Jews were more willingly inclined to 
Rx their epoch for affairs purely civil in autumn, be- 
cauſe it was that of the Sabbatical and Jubilee years, to 
which they were obliged to have regard in all their con- 
tracts of buying and ſelling. 
S VIII. If it is objected to me, that Buxtorf [I] re- 
lates at length the celebration at the beginning of the 
year, which the Jews ſolemnize the firſt day o/ 
Jiri, conformably to the order whieh they received 
from God himſelf []; I anſwer, that it is true; Goa 
commanded them to keep the firſt day of Tyr: holy, 
but got becauſe it was the firſt day of the year; but 
| rag, as we have already obſerved, and as the legiſla- 
| imſelf explains it, becauſe it was the firit day of 
+, | the fexvrth month. If it was fo, ſome one will perhaps 
: Ny, Sod would not have commanded to keep holy 
the firſt day of the year, the anniverſary of the creation 
of the world. I anſwer in the #:/ place, that God 
would that they ſhould celebrate not the firſt day of the 
creation, but the Rent, _ winch ſceing his work 


| [7] Iſagog. Chron. c. ae "7: Sofa 
Tk] Chron. S. I. i. par. ii. p. 59. 
[/] Synag. Jud. c. xxiii. and xxiv, 
Un] Lev. xxiii. 24. Numb; xxx. f. ht 
| finiſhed, 
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\Kniſhed, he bleſſed it; it was alſo that, as 
to which referred the ſolemnities of the 
of the week, the day following the ſeven we 
feventh month of the n year, and of che 


week of years. 
I anſwer in the ſerond place, that the commani 
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| keep holy the beginning of the months, chiefly co 


| | y cers firſt of all the months ; which is the reaſon * 


why that command precedes immediately that of the 
folemnity of the Paſſover [a]. It is likewiſe particu- 
larly the folemnity of the tirft' day of the firſt month, 
which is recommended by Aſaph, in theſe words ſo}: 
Blow up the trumpet in the new moon: in the time ap- 
pointed on our ſolemn fea/i-day, Spencer p] proves that 
is the beginning of the firſt month, becauſe new moons 
of the other months are never called, as theſe, the ſo- | 
temities, or the folemn feaſts, M. de Mais underſtands 1 " 
after the Chaldee Paraphraſt, of the month of 7%; but 
it is rather that of Naz, which they began, withoyg 
doubt, in preparing themſelves for a preparation of 15 | 
Paſſ ver; fince upon the tenth day, they were to ſet 
apart the lambs [q] which were to be killed for that 
purpoſe. The Pſalmiſt explains himſelf, when he ſaies, 
for our feaſt day; that is, for the Paſſover, as appears by 
the following verſes; where the deliverance but + 


Egypt from Egyptian ſlavery is particularly ſpoken of, | 


ſz] Numb. xxviii. 11. 
ſo] Pf, Ixxxi. 4. 
fe] De Leg. Heb. I. II. c. 1. Dil, iv, & 7% 


[ſg] Exod, xii. 3. 6, K. . 8 5 
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word Nb cab, or ADD caſe, a | 

here jolemnity, in Proverbs viii. 20. 4 % 

.omes from the verb DDY 10 number, to coms | | 

aus, as Mr, Gouſſet obſerves [r], it agrees very | 

46 the month N i/an, from whence - they began td 

ant the days and the months; as well as the ſolemnities | 

of the year [s]. The number even of thoſe. who were 

to compoſe the aſſembly to eat the Paſſover, is: The: i 

Fl wiſe expreſſed by this verb [7]. * ' 

21 

=; Theſe, Sir; are the duubts and the conjetturds I have 
to propoſe on this ſubjeft ; to which you will pay ſo 
; Muck regard as you ſhall think proper. I have nothing 


— 


to at preſent, but my ſincere proteſtations of ba- 4 
a, while I live, &c. 2 
com. L. Ebr. p. 394. | 3 | 1 
r 75 Exod, xii. 2, | th 2 : BF = we” : . 
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